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This is life eternal, that they might know Thee, the 
only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent, 
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1 HE following pages were firſt deli- * 


\ _ 
2 

vered to a plain, illiterate, people, and = 

are now publiſhed, as an affectionate and 

. . . m_ 

faithful token and continued teſtimony © =# 


of my fincere regard, for their ſpiritual 
and eternal welfare, though perſonally re- 
moved from them. And, as they were 
ſtudiouſly written in that plain and familiar | 
way, in which, by the grace and mercy = 
of God, I have been enabled to preach -" 
the Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to 
them, from my ordination to watch over 
their ſouls, ſo they pretend to no other 
merit, now publiſhed. 

But, as they contain plain ſcriptural 
truths, truths older than the creation, 


- Ag though 
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though almoſt forgotten in modern {er- 
mons, and though they are void of thoſe 
novelties and curious ſpeculations, which 
are the common recommendation of new 
publications, I will venture to propote 
them to your ſerious attention and re— 
gard. And, as this publication contains 
many uſeful hints, it is poſſible that ſome 
good end may be anſwered by your giving 
or lending it to your neighbor. 


We are, one and all, naturally as ſin- 
ners, 1n the ſame condemnation, ignorant 
of God, and ſtrangers to peace : and we 
equally ſtand in need of a ſcriptural ac- 
quaintance with God, in order to our 
acceptance with him; to our relief and 

comfort under the various trials which 
await us; and for the attaining of that 
peace and real good, which can be ob- 
tained in no other way. . 


If the reader peruſes theſe pages only 
with the diſpoſition of a critic, or a cavil- 
ler, as not profeſling critical accuracy, I 
ſhall not be thereby injured, ſo he will 

receive 
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receive neither peace nor good: but it he 
read for information, and ſhould gain 
any inſtructions towards the attainment of 
that acquaintance herein recommended, 


let the God of peace have all the glory. 


If 1 feem ſevere on certain deſcriptions 
of men, permit me to aſk, Is there not 
a cauſe? Should the reader not be of 
the number, as he will acknowledge the 
need of faithfulneſs, ſo he will not be of- 
fended at it. But if conſcience ſhould 
' fay, © Thou art the man!” be not dil- 
pleaſed, but rather bleſs God that it is 
not yet feared, ſubmit to conviction, and 
pray for grace to reform. 


- 


My wiſh is not wantonly to ſmite any ; 
but ſo to probe the wounds they have al- 
ready received by their fins, that, feel. . 
ing their rancorous humour, and danger- 
ous tendency, they may be conſtrained in 
time to apply to the Great Phyſician for 
a radical and everlaſting cure, 


No people, probably, need to be more 
plainly dealt with than the people of this 
kingdom ; 


[8] 


kingdom; nine tenths of whom, I fear, 


are as much ungoſpelized, though God 


forbid they ſhould be thought equally 
diſſolute, as the people at Botany Bay, 
or Otaheite. It behoves us, therefore, 
while we are charitably inclined eagerly 
to wiſh for the propagation of the Goſpel 
abroad, to look to it, that we neglect not 
what is poſſible, towards the ſpread of it 
at home. And may you and I, reader, 
look eſpecially to our own hearts, and 
each endeavour by divine aid lo rectiſy one, 


C11FTON, 


near Briſtol, + 
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Clifton, Buckinghamſhure. 


MY DEAR FRIENDS, 


I AM now, by the good providence of 
God, admoniſhed' to take my leave of 
you; a circumſtance which, I-truſt, will 
eventually terminate in my good, with- 
out any loſs or injury to you. 
And hereby we are reminded; that, 
fince my firſt coming among you, we 
are advanced about eighteen years nearer 
to that judgment, where I muſt render 
an account of my miniſtry, and you alſo 
of the uſe you have made of it. Aw- 
ful thought! We muſt all appear be- 
fore the judgment. ſeat of Chriſt, that 
every one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he hath. 


done, whether it be good or bad.“ 


Are 


[1 80 |- 

Are we not, one and all, my brethren, 
| immediately ſtruck with a ſenſe of our 
1 guilt? and of our little improvement 
of the time and means of grace afforded 
us? I look back with ſorrow of heart, 
| conſidering, as a Miniſter, how little 1 
have done for the glory of God during 
that period, a period which compriſes ſo 
large a portion of that ſhort ſpan of 
time allotted to mortals upon earth; 
and, as a Chriſtian, how very faulty 
I have been, in thought, word, and 
25 deed. 
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Alas! in many things we have all 
offended : but we are ſpared unto this 
day ; while a great part of the pariſh, 
ſince my firſt entrance into it, has been 
ſwept into the grave, and is now mingled 
with the duſt. The ſouls of ſome 1 
doubt not, are in paradiſe, waiting with 
joyſul expeRation for the reſurrection af 
the juſt; while the unjuſt have left no 
hope behind, but muſt come forth to 


Same, and everlaſting contempt. | 
"I May 
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May we then, who are to this day ſpared, 
as monuments of God's long: ſuffering, 
approve ourſelves the monuments of di- 
vine grace: may we attend ſeriouſly 
and devoutly attend, to the things that 
pertain to our everlaſting peace: and may 
we, though hitherto unfruitful hearers of 
the word, at length become fruitful; and 
be made wiſe unto everlaſting ſalvation, 
through faith, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 

I ſhall cloſe my miniſtry among you 
with a ſeaſonable, may it be a ſalutary 
word of advice. May the God of grace 
impreſs it upon all our hearts, 


{ is | 


Jos xxii. 21. 
Acguaint now thyſelf with him, and be at 
peace ; thereby good ſhall come unto thee. 


Ems is part of the counſel of Eli- 
phaz to his friend Job, in the midſt 
of his complicated and deep diſtreſs. 
It is advice ſuited to every deſcription 
of character, and at all times ſeaſonable. 
Omitting, therefore, particular obſer- 
vations on the immediate occaſion which 
gave riſe to the admonition, I ſhall 
addreſs it to ourſelves. | 

Applying theſe words generally, we 
are each of us called upon to ſeek and 
cultivate an acquaintance with the God 
of heaven, in order to the attainment and 
laſting poſſeſſion of peace and real good. 
To promote ſo invaluable a deſign, 


I. Let us conſider the perſon and cha- 
rafters of that inexpreſſibly Glorious 
Being, with whom we are thus entreated 
| to 


[13 ] 
to cultivate an acquaintance—charafters 
which are particularly revealed in ſcrip- 
ture, doubtleſs, for our ſpecial regard; to 
impreſs us with ſuch a ſenſe of his great- 


| neſs, glory, and perfection, as may con- 


ſtrain us without delay to fly to his mercy, 
as revealed for our comfort. It hardly 
ſeems needful, therefore, to make an 
apology for being rather diffuſe on this 
head, reſpecting. . 

Him :—that is the Almighty God, as 
explained ver. 22 and 23. 

Here I am conſtrained to acknowledge 


my ignorance and who can ſpeak ſuitably 


of the Great God, the Eternal Three, 
Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit ? How 
can a finite worm comprehend, or ade- 


quately deſcribe, infinity? We are inex- 


preſſibly indebted to him for that reve- 
lation which he has condeſcended to give 
of himſelf, of his divine glories and per- 
fections, in his holy word, without which 
we muſt-have remained in total ignorance. 
And here we are taught, that whatever 

is therein revealed, how much ſoever be- 
yond our comprehenſion, we are bound 
to 


[ 14 ] 

to believe it. Reaſon and faith have 
diſtinct offices in religion. The buſineſs 
of reaſon is to examine the truth of the 
evidence of the Chriſtian religion, and to 
aſk, Hath God ſpoken it ?—The buſineſs 
of faith is firmly to believe every thing 
which is clearly proved to be of divine 
original though we do not comprehend 
it—and it is at our peril we refuſe obe- 
dience, when God hath ſaid it. He has 
a ſovereign right to claim our unlimited 
confidence, and ſupreme regard. 


Gop is a pure, ſpiritual Being, in- 
comprehenſible ; for who can find out the 
Almighty to perfection? And, with re- 
ſpect to the Divine nature, what is true of 
the Father, is equally true of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt; © for there are three 
that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe 
three are one. 1 John v. 17.” — This 

God is fry | 

Infinite, unbounded, immenſe, unſearch- 
able—infinite in all his attributes and per- 
fections.— Eternal 


* 


5 
Eternal. Before the mountains 
were brought forth, or ever thou hadſt 
formed the earth, and the world, even 
from everlaſting to everlaſting, thou art 
God. The ſame yeſterday, to-day, and 


for ever.''— 


Self-exiſlent. He has life in himſelf, 


independent of all—life eſſentially—eter- 


nally—efficiently—giving and maintain- 
ing life in all his creatures.— ; 
All-ſufficient, and perfect, wanting 
nothing.— | 85 
Bleſſed, in a perfect freedom from all 
poſſible evil; and in the full poſſeſſion of 
all poſſible good. God over all, bleſſed 
for ever.” Our God is | 
Omnipotent, almighty. There is no- 
thing too hard for the Lord. Power 
belongeth unto God.“ In the beginning 
he ſpake, he only ſpake, and all things 
inſtantly ſprang into exiſtence. © He ſpake, 
and 1t was done; he commanded, and it 
ſtood faſt.” He created the heavens, and 
the earth; he made all things -out of 
nothing. He ſaid, © Let there be light, 
and there was light.” When he ſpake, 
the earth, the air, the ſea, not only exiſted 
but 


— 


but became fruitful in exiſtence. And 
all the regioris of univerſal nature, as 
they were created, perfectly anſwered their 
Maker's deſign. As he ſpake, from the 
beginning to the preſent moment, and as 
| he ſhall ſpeak till time fhall be no more, 
in his all-wiſe providence and divine grace, 
fo it was, ſo it is, and ſo it ſhall be, world 
without end. Thus he diſplays his eternal 
power and Godhead ; and thus he teaches 
us to underſtand that he 1s 

Ommipreſent, that 1s, every where pre- 
ſent. Thus Chriſt was in heaven and on 
earth at the ſame inſtant. John iii. 1g. 
thus he attends to the ſtates of all his peo- 
ple, and to all their circumſtances, at 
once; and is hereby a preſent help in 
time of need. He is | 

Ommiſcient, of infinite knowledge. All 
things are naked and open to the eyes of 
him with whom we have to do. His eyes 
are in every place, beholding the evil and 
the good. Known unto him are all things 
from the beginning ;” all his purpoſes, 
all his providences, all his works, all his 
creatures, and all our thoughts, words, and 
works! 


8s - BH 
works! How gloriouſly ſublime is the 
Pſalmiſt, Pſ. cxxxix. *© O Lord, thou 
haſt ſearched me, and known me. Thou 
knoweſt my down-ſitting and mine up- 
riſing; thou underſtandeſt my thoughts 
afar off, Thou compaſſeth my path, and 
my lying down, and art acquainted with 
all my ways: for there is not a word in 
my tongue, but lo, O Lord, thou knoweſt 
it altogether. Thou haſt beſet me be- 
hind and before, and laid thy hand upon 
me. Such knowledge is too wonderful 
for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto 
it. Whither ſhall I go from thy Spirit ? 
or whither ſhall I flee from thy preſence P 
If I aſcend up into heaven, thou art there ; 


if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou 
art there. If I take the wings of the 


morning, and dwell in the uttermoſt parts 
of the ſea, even there ſhall thy hand lead 
me, and thy right hand ſhall hold me. 
It I ſay, ſurely the darkneſs ſhall cover 


me, even the night ſhall be light about 
me. God is 


Infi nitely 


(18, 1 

Infinitely Wiſe. He adapts the means 
to the end, And he produces contrary ef- 
feats by the ſame means, ſo as to ſecure 
the praiſe to himſelf, His wiſdom is un- 
ſearchable, in his purpoſes and counſels, 
in his holy law, in all his works of pro- 
vidence and grace, Here is divine {kill ! 
So that, in the contemplation of this wil- 
dom, whether in the aggregate and gene- 
ral diſplay of it, or in the moſt minute 
and particular parts of it, we may adopt 
the words of the apoſtle, © O the depth 
of the riches, both of the wiſdom and 
knowledge of God?“ - God is 

Holy. In the purity and reftitude ot 
his nature, he is perfeA—glorious in holi- 
neſs—of purer eyes than to behold ini- 
quity—the fountain of holineſs—the per- 
fection of purity.— 

Juſt and Righteous is the Lord; in all 


the requirements of his law; in the Whole 
diſtribution of his favors, providences, 


and puniſhments. As the nature and wilt 
of the Lord are the perfettion of righ- 


teouſneſs, ſo are all the manifeſtations of 
| his 


[ 119 | 
his will towards his creatures, whether in 


mercy or judgment. The ſong, therefore, 
of the redeemed, ere long, when their 


oppreſſors ſhall be called forth to puniſh- 
ment, will be, “Great and marvellous 
are thy works, Lord God Almighty ; juſt 
and true are thy ways, thou King of 
ſaints! Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, 
and glorify thy name? God is 

True, the God of truth: and the judg- 
ments and declarations of his word are 
true, and righteous altogether. Every 
iota of his holy word verity itſelf. It is 
the word of God, that cannot he.— 

Good : the chief good, the only good. 
* There is none good but one, that 1s 
God.” This divine attribute ſhines forth 
moſt reſplendently through all the works 
and ways of God. He is abundant in 
goodneſs to all his creatures, as he is good- 
neſs itſelf, Infinite goodneſs ſhone forth 
in the creation. This 1s the leading at- 
tribute that called forth the reſt to work ; 
that he might make his creatures partakers 
of his goodneſs and bleſſedneſs. 


This 


1 

This glorious God is the heavenly 
Law-giver, who condeſcended to make 
a covenant with his creature man, with 
a promiſe of life, eternal lile, annexed 
to his obedience ; and the threatening of 
death, which 15 comprehenſive of all kinds 
and degrees of evil, from the leaſt pain 
to the extreme of miſery, the juſt con- 
ſequence of diſobedience. 

To the diſpleaſure of this God we are 
all, alas, ſubjected by the diſobedience of 
our firſt parent and repreſentative, as well 
as by our own actual tranſgreſhons. An 
acquaintance, therefore, with theſe perfec- 
tions of God may have the ſame tendency 
under the influence of the Divine Spirit, 
as the law of God; which, as the Apoſtle 
inſtructs us, Gal, iii. 24. was our ſchool. 
maſter to bring us unto Chriſt, that we 
might be juſtified by faith.” 


This leads me to a ſtill more endearing 
view of our God, as he is revealed in the 
ſacred ſcriptures, —The Eternal Three co- 


venanting to effect, and for ever to ſecure 
the 


21 | 


the ſalvation of loſt ſinners; and that in n 
way perfectly conſiſtent with ſpotleſs pu- 
rity and righteouſneſs :—the Father, as 
the Father of Mercies, and the God of 
all Grace: — the Son, as Mediator, Re- 
deeemer, Surety, and Interceſſor: the 
Spirit, as the Inſtructor, Santtifier, and 
Comforter, of all that believe. 

Here we are called to contemplate the 
Almighty in his Love, Grace, Mercy, Long- 


ſuffering, Faithfulneſs, and Sovereignty: all 


which glorious attributes and perfettions 
are peculiarly diſplayed and glorified in 
the ſalvation of loſt ſinners. His 

Love. God is love. God ſo loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life. Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and ſent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our ſins.” 


Grace, The grace of God is his free 
and unmerited favor and love to his peo- 
ple : for by grace are they ſaved, not of 
works. Eterna! life is the gift of God. 


The 
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The everlaſting acclamation, therefore, 
of the redeemed will be, Grace! Grace! 
Mercy, which is the free and unme- 
rited love and favor of God to miſerable, 
guilty rebels, who, by their rebellion 
againſt God and his laws, have forfeited 
all juſt claim to his favor. This is pecu- 
liarly applicable to his own people; 
though, in ſome ſenſe, all his creatures 
are partakers of his mercy ; for © his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works.” 
Long-ſuffering, forbearance, and pati- 
ence; which flow from his mercy, and 
are extended towards his ſinful creatures. 
Their fins cry aloud for vengeance; but 


his patience cries forbear. Thus a ſpace 
is left. for repentance to the vileſt of 


finners. 


Farithfulneſs. This is a branch of his 
truth. He is the faithful God to all his 
engagements and promiſes. The bow 
in the clouds; the ſun in the firmament  ; 
the revolutions of times and ſeaſons; 


and the fulfilment of the divine promiſe, 


that, while the earth remaineth, ſeed time 
and 


181 

and harveſt, cold and heat, ſummer and 
winter, day and night, ſhall not fail, pro- 
claim his faithfulneſs. And, with reſpeft 
to all his declarations on behalf of his 
people, it may be ever urged, * Hath he 
ſaid, and ſhall he not do it ? or hath he 
ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it good?“ 
The experience -of all his people ſaith, 
Verily he is the faithful God. 

Sovereignty. The ſovereignty of God 
we note laſt of all, as a confirmation of 
the whole; for we may; with the apol- 
tle, aſk, © Who hath reſiſted his will?“ 
The Lord hath ſaid, © I am God, and 
there is none elſe;” declaring the end 
from the beginning, and from ancient 
times, the things that are not yet done; 
faying, my counſel ſhall ſtand, and I will 
do all my pleaſure.” And, we may add, 
For of him, and through him, and to 
him, are all things; to whom be glo- 
ry for ever, Amen.” 


Now, my brethren, what a delightful 
fource of admiration, love, and praiſe, 


have 
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have we in our God, in his divine attri- 
butes ; eſpecially when we conſider that 
they all ſhine forth, and are gloriouſly 
diſplayed, in the perſon of his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt; that wonderful God-Man, who 
is our Immanuel, God in our nature, 
God with us! © For it pleaſed the Father, 
that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell ; yea, 
in him dwelt all the fulneſs of the God- 
head bodily.” And, as no man cometh to 
the Father but by him, it is our bounden 
duty, it is our ineſſimable privelege, to 
contemplate the glory of God'in the per- 
ſon of Jeſus Chriſt. No man hath ſeen 
God, in his divine eſſence, at any time; 
but he that hath ſeen Jeſus hath ſeen the 
Father. Here then we have the moſt en- 
dearing. view of God, God reconciled to 
ſinners; God in Chriſt reconciling fin- 
ners to himſelf, not imputing their treſ- 
paſſes to them; who is able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt, all who come unto God by faith 
in him. This is that God, who commen- 
ded himſelf to the faith of Abraham, 

| Iſaac, 
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Iſaac, and Jacob, and to all the worthies 
of old: and who commends himſelf as the 
only foundation of faith and hope to 
us—to ſinners, the chief of ſinners: 
commending himſelf by his agony and 
bloody ſweat, his croſs and paſſion, 
his precious death and burial, his glorious 
reſurrection and aſcenſion, and his inter- 
ceſſion at God's right hand—Behold him 
dying as a man! behold him riſing tri- 
umphant as GOD bleſſed for ever 


The Holy Spirit is alſo revealed as the 
Inſtructor of mankind in theſe. and all the 
great myſteries of God's word, in his law, 
providence, and grace: by whoſe illumi- 
nation our natural blindneſs 1s diſpelled 
and we are taught to ſeek that acquaintance 
> with God in Chriſt, which is an earneſt 
and pledge of preſent and everlaſting peace. 
> Howluitable then is the admonition in my 


text, Acyuaint thyſelf with him! 


But how lamentable to conſider, as the 
words of the text imply, that 


II. There are ſome, who are not ac, 
quainted with this Glorious Being, on 
whom all our happineſs depends. 


B A ſcrip- 
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A ſcriptural acquaintance with God not 
only implies an acknowledgment of his 
being, nature, perſonal diſtinctions, and 
attributes, and a knowledge of his will, 
providence, and grace; but alſo a ſprritual 
intercourſe with him, and an experimental 
knowledge of him by divine influence to 
the ſoul, ariſing therefrom. And; in 
New Teſtament language, it is to poſſeſs, 
through the teaching of. the Holy Spirit, 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord; to know or truſt in him, 
as he is revealed to us in his divine charac- 
ters and offices; to know him in the be- 


lief and power of his reſurrection, 
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fact, and as the earneſt and pledge of ours; 
to know him in the fellowſhip of his ſuf- 
ferings and death, imitating him as our 
great exemplar, in doing and enduring his 
Father's will; and to know and delight 
in him, as our preſent and everlaſting 


Portion. 


Some have not this knowledge of 


| God—This will be eaſily granted 


with 


reſpect to heathen nations, who have not 


the light of the truth among them ; 


who 


are totally blinded by the god of this world; 


who worſhip they know not what 


- the 


ſtock 


Li 

ſtock of a tree, the crawling reptile, yea the 
devil himſelf. Such is the dreadful de- 
pravity of the human race! ot 


But let us not. wander fo far from home. 
How ſtrange ſoever it may appear to 
many, we have too much cauſe to lament, 
that with the bible in our houſes, and the 
ordinances of God in our public worſhip, 
few comparatively are to be found who 
have a proper acquaintance with God; and, 
who cultivate this knowledge in a way 
ſuitable to its vaſt importance. With 
what eagerneſs do we behold ſome pur» 
ſuing the paths of natural ſcience ? With 
what avidity, and with how many weary 
ſteps, do others ſtrive for the attainment 
of the wealth and honors of the world ? 
And how many waſte all their ſubſtance, 
time, and ſtrength, in order to graſp its 
periſhable pleaſures? But how few, how 
very few are to be found, who, with equal 
ardor, ſeek after the one thing ncedful ? 
' Arwful conſideration ! 


Many there are, who while they beat 
the Chriſtian name, deny and oppoſe the 
B 2 principa! 
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principal articles of the Chriſtian faith. 
The Almighty they conceive to be a being 
ſomewhat like unto themſelves, whoſe law 
1s as flexible as their hearts could wiſh. 
Hence they are led to deride the perſon, 
Godhead, and fatisfaRtion, of his beloved 
Son, as contrary to reaſon, neither exiſt. 
ing nor neceſſary. And with reſpect to 
the operation and influence of the Holy 
Spirit on the underſtandings and affections 
of believers, they treat the very idea with 
contempt. And all this in direct contra- 
diction to the plaineſt diftates of holy writ. 
With the word of God in their hands, it 
is, alas, too evident that they know nothing 
of thoſe great myfteries therein revealed. 
Hence they continue in an allowed and 
habitual courſe of oppoſition to its ſacred 
truths and precepts. 


Though God has graciouſly afforded us 

a revelation of himfelf and his will con- 
cerning us, many are willingly 1gnorant 
of it. If they read it, they read it not 
with that diſpoſition which craves a right 
information of its divine contents. They 
read it as a hiſtory to which they give 
their 
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their aſſent or diſſent, juſt as it agrees or 
diſagrees with their preconceived notions, 
prejudices, and comprehenſion, but no 
further ; not conſidering that it 1s God's 
meſſage: to them, demanding their cordial 
belief and ſupreme regard. They read it 
not with an humble; teachable mind, as 
the word of God; but rather hope that 
the deſcriptions therein given of his divine 
perfections and divine law, are too highly 
coloured. The obedience of faith, there- 
fore, and conformity of love, to its ſacred 
diftates, they boldly refuſe. Theſe are 
too myſterious and ſublime, too pure and 
perfe&, for their comprehenſion and con- 
formity. And their proud hearts and 
perverſe wills ſuffer them not in fervent 
prayer, as the ſcriptures enjoin, to entreat 
that ſpiritual illumination which only is 
7 ſufficient to make us wiſe unto ſalvation. 
This, alas! is a univerſal depravity, as 
deſcribed, Rom. iii. | 


| Hence ſpring the various, ſpurious, and 
rotten, branches of znfidel! Chriſtians,— 
Arians, Socinians, Deiſts, who deny the 
only Lord God'; and Pelagians, and An- 
Ke B 3 tinomians, 
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tinomians, who equally, and as certainly 
bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruction. 
Infidelity, - or a diſbelief of the ſcriptures, 
and its ſacred doctrines, in whole, or in 
part, is the firſt ſtep to ruin, —Who will 
even ſuppoſe that ſuch have an acquain- 
tance with God? They either live in 
an avowed denial of him, and in an open 
defiance of his authority over them, or 
reject his atonement, which is the ſinner's 


only remedy. ne. in the ex- 
treme !- 


But what ſhall we ſay of thoſe, who 
while they give a general aſſent to the 
truths of revelation, are little, or- not at 
all, influenced by them? Their religion is a 
matter of cuſtom and indifference. They 
may have the outward form of godlineſs, 
but they are void of the power of it in 
their hearts. They have a name to live, 
but are dead. The bible, it may be, is 
read by them; but they ſtudy not confor- 
mity to it. Their prayers in ſecret, if 
they do thus pray, which thouſands and 
tens of | thouſands totally negle&, are a 
mere lip feryice; while their hearts are 

allowedly 
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allowedly engroſſed with what is directly 


oppoſite to their petitions. And when 


they join in the aſſembly of public wor- 
ſhippers, do not their careleſs geſtures, 
and wandering eyes, indicate the irreve- 
rence of their worſhip ? Ah, how little 
are they acquainted with that God, whoſe 
eyes are in every place, beholding the 
evil and the good! who requireth truth 
in the inward parts! who is infinitely 
holy, juſt, and true! How little are they 
acquainted with the divine perfections, 
who can flatter themſelves, that with their 
mock confeſſions, and mock petitions, ſervi- 
ecs without heart or ſpiritual affections, they 
can as eaſily deceive the Lord, or ſatisfy 
the requirements of his word, as they do 
themſelves, or their fellow creatures! 
Such are lifeleſs hypocrites in religion 
and virtue; while they are ſlaves to their 
irregular and raging paſſions: for where 
religion does not prevail, ſin will. 


Follow ſuch into life, and behold the 
tendency of their ſceptic notions and ſelf- 
righteous principles; conſider what is our 
duty towards God, towards our neighbor, 

— 7” and 
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and ourſelves—if we/ are properly ac- 
quainted with. God, with what caution 
and circumſpection ſhall we conduct our- 
ſelves? inſtead of which, what irregularites 
hat impiety towards God—what wick- 
edneſs towards our neighbor, and ourſelves 
abound lin ſome openly, in others more 
ſecretly. The commands of God are 
neglected, his name blaſphemed, his ſab- 
baths profaned, our churches deſerted; 
fraud, licentiouſneſs, and debauchery of 
every kind, prevail. How far this is ap- 


plicable to you, my hearers, let conſcience 
declare, 


Nor does charity itſelf conſtrain us to 
conclude, that even they are neceſſarily 
acquainted with him, whoſe they ought t 
be ; and whoſe eſpecial buſineſs it ſhould 
be, to cultivate the moſt intimate acquain- 
tance with God, I mean the profeſſed 
miniſters of the word, to whom we are 
naturally inclined to look, as patterns of 
divine knowledge, faith and ſanctity; in- 
aſmuch as they have ſolemnly and publicly 
declared, that they were moved by the Holy 

Ghoſt 
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Ghoft to take upon them holy orders; in 
order to inſtruct, by their life and doQtrine, 
the people committed to their charge, in 
the knowledge of all the articles of the 


Chriſtian faith. 


But while ſad experience evinceth that 
too many, yea confgſſedly ! enter into the 
miniſtry with no higher view than to ob- 
tain an eaſy livelihood, or the emoluments 
of the church; while with avaricious 
hand they reap the fruits of the field, but 
niggardly deal out ſcanty bread to the 
flock, or rather ſcanty labour, void of ſpi- 
ritual ſuſtenance : and while we have ſuch 
awful examples of theſe ſons of Balaam 
(2 Pet. ii. 15.), crouching to the great, 
great ungodly ſinners, in order to gratify 
their worldly views, and who conform to 
their ungodly practices, for the ſame ſordid 
purpoſes: we are conſtrained to ſuſpe& 
their ſincerity, as miniſters of the goſpel ; 
and we are in conſequence admoniſhed to 
examine what we hear from them; leſt 
we ſhould be contented with their faith ; 
and thus, being led away with the error of 
the wicked, be ourſelves betrayed into fin 
and condemnation, The faith of the 

B 5 goſpel 
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goſpel is an objett too bright and dazzling 
for their corrupt minds to look at, or for 
them to apprebend the purity of, too glo- 
rious and holy for their corrupt hearts to 
delight in. The reaſon is plain prompted 
and led blindfold by Satan, all their pur- 
poſes. and wiſhes centre in ſelf,” and ſelf- 
righteouſneſs, which is the univerſal re- 
ligion of nature. Truly, the way and end 
muſt be bad when Satan is the guide. Of 
ſuch' the apoſtle thus writes, 2 Cor. iv. 
3. 4. If our goſpel be hid, it is hid to 
them that are loſt; in whom the god of 
this world hath blinded the minds of them 
which belieze not, leſt the light of the 

glorious goſpel of Chriſt, who is the 
image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them.“ 


Such however we moſt commonly find, 
in their preaching, ſtrenuous advocates 
for ſalvation by works; for, to their 
forrow, they are conſtrained to preach 
ſomething; but, their language in the 
pulpit evidently contradicts that of the 
deſk. For, being ignorant of God's 
- righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh 
their own righteouſneſs, they have not 
{ſubmitted themſelves unto the righteoul- 


neſs. 
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teouſneſs of God.. Alas! for thoſe who 
would lade men with burdens grievous 
to be borne; while they themſelves touch 
not the burdens with one of their fingers. 
By their fruits ye ſhall know them. 


Talk they of morals ?: Oh thou bleeding Love! 
The grand morality is love of Thee ! 


I would addreſs myſelf now to thoſe who 
are peculiarly called to be the lights of the 
world, reformed ſinners, yea, even real 
- Chriſtians. Where is that faith, that love 
to God, that purity, that patience, that 
deadneſs to the world, that zeal for God, 
which we are called to have ever in exer- 
ciſe ? We are called, as ſuch who really 
know God, in an eſpecial manner to walk. 
with him, as our reconciled God and 
Father, our Saviour, our Sandtifier, in the 
holy admiration of all the divine perfec- 
tions, eſpecially his love, grace, mercy, 
forbearance, faithfulneſs, and ſovereignty; 
by an acquaintance with which we are fo 
highly diſtinguiſhed above others, who 
could not poſſibly be leſs worthy of the 
divine regard. Surely then we have yet 


much 
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much to learn, and much yet to ſeek after, 
in order to the attaining of ſolid peace. 


This leads me to obſerve further, as, 


IIT. The text implies, to be unac- 
quainted with God, is to be proportion- 
ably a ſtranger to peace and real good. 
And 1s not this evidently the caſe ? 

God our Savior, as revealed in the 
{criptures, being the ſole foundation of 
hope, the only ſource of ſolid peace, ſe 
far as we are unacquainted with him, we 
muſt neceſſarily be unacquainted with true 
peace and real good. Whatever contrary 
reſources we may deviſe,on whatever other 
ground we may ſow in hope, we muſt 
neceſſarily reap diſappointment and vex- 
ation of ſpirit. Eccl. ii. What can the 
man do that cometh after the king ? Solo- 
mon ſought after peace and happineſs in 
the common ſources of the world; in eat- 
ing, drinking, clothing, riches, honors, 
amuſements, books, ſociety. And all his 
wordly career cloſed in diſappointment. 
Experiments of this ſort are perpetually 
making; and they end the ſame, —This 

| | the 
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the ungodly feel, though they are unwil- 
ling to acknowledge it. Satiety and diſap- 


pointment attend their beſt.— The wick. 
ed, the unbelieving, are like the trou- 
bled ſea, caſting up mire and dirt; “ there 
is no peace, ſaith my God, to the wicked." - 


It is granted, indeed, that where no 
religion prevails, temporary expedients 
may be deviſed to amuſe and intoxicate 
the mind, ſo as to ſtupify the con- 
ſcience, and filence its remonſtrances, 
while favourable providences concur to 
maintain the ſtupor. Amuſements, diſſi- 
pation, buſineſs, and temporal proſperity, 
may have this effect; but miſerable com- 
forters are they all. The peace ariſing 
from ſuch ſources is infatuation, which 
only acts like an opiate to the unwary 
mariner at the top of the maſt ; or as the 
ornaments of mock grandeur, aſſumed by 
inſanity, which only proclaim the madneſs 
of her who wears them. 

Theſe ſtupifying pleaſures, though as 
unſuiefying as the picture of a feaſt to a 
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craving . appetite, are nevertheleſs ſought 
after to ſtifle the convictions of conſcience. 
Thus, like an intermitting pulſe, it may 
ceaſe for a while: but if it ſtill urge, the 
ſinner ruſhes forward in his mad purſuits, 
in the face of conſcience: and this for 
want of an acquaintance with the chief 
good, and the pleaſures ariſing there from. 
Theſe being viewed at the utmoſt di ſtance, 
preſent vanity appears to the carnal mind 
more pleaſing than the moſt glorious 
futurity, ; 


The pure in heart only can ſee God. 
Search the ſcriptures—there you will ſee 
the way of peace clearly delineated—wilſ- 
dom's ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and 
all her paths are peace, The God that form- 
ed the immortal mind, can only ſatisfy its 
vaſt deſires. He is all-ſufficient, infinitely 
good, all-ſatisfying. My people, faith 
the Lord, ſhall be ſatisfied with my good- 
neſs.” But as the ſoul of man was form- 
ed for the enjoyment of God, it is like 
the needle touched with the loadſtone, in 

: | queſt 
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queſt of one point; it is ever in purkuit, 
ever reſtleſs, till it arrives at its proper 
object. 

In this reſtleſs ſtate are the ſouls of all 
men while void of an acquaintance with 
God, The whole creation is utterly ina- 
dequate to ſupply his place. The god of 
this world therefore, having firſt blinded 
the minds of them that believe not, leads 
them blindfold from one device to another, 
promiſing them ſatisfaction in all, but af- 
fording it in none; though he takes care 
to ſuit his devices to the ſeveral ſtates, fitu- 
ations, and tempers, of mankind, And he 
has always ſomething new at hand, ſo that 
when the ſoul is diſſatisfied here, it is hur- 
ried there, on a new trial. Every thing, 
termed honourable, great, gay, or plea- 
ſurable, is in turn preſented, for all theſe 
are much at his beck. Thus ſome are in- 
ſtigated to the higheſt poſts of honor; 
Others to the attainment of wealth ; others 
to be firſt in the faſhion ; others to refine 
their behavior in the faſhionable way ; 
and others, again, in prodigality and frolic, 
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to feaſt and drench themſelves, and thoſe 
| like minded, and influenced by them, in 
exceſs of eating and drinking, luſt and de- 
bauchery of every kind; while ſacred things 
are treated with ſovereign ridicule and 
contempt. | 


And, that all may be ſet off to advan- 
tage, he has his accompliſhed advocates 
in every branch, from a Cheſterfield to a 
Foote; and various ſtages of entertainment, 
from a Drury- lane theatre to Aſtley's riding 
ſchool, the card table, the country wake 
or fair, the dance or the romp; and all to 
anſwer one and the ſame purpoſe, to diſh- 
pate the mind and prevent ſerious reflec- 
tion. Alas! alas ! thus the carnal mind 
is ever in ſearch of peace and good, but 
at the utmoſt diſtance from God, the 
chief the only good. 


But why this reſtleſs purſuit of variety ? 
All ſeems to the giddy mind as neceſſary 
as it is ever found inſufficient to anſwer 


the end ſought after, even where all nature 
is 
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is ranſarked, and converted into inſtru- 
ments of pleaſure, for that purpoſe: 


% How will they weather an eternal night, 
Where ſuch expedients fail?“ 


But Satan ſtops not here: he has ſtil! 
an after-game for thoſe of a more ſedate 
turn of mind. He can transform him- 
ſelf into an angel of light. He can urge 
the ſinner to be bookiſh, to ſeek after 
knowledge, yea, he will teach to ſay pray- 
ers, when nothing elſe will quiet the con- 
ſcience. And he can accommodate even 
the word of God, as well as their prayers, 
for the amuſement of his adherents; while 
the divine intent of both is entirely hid 
from their eyes. Yea, the moſt ſublime 
and awful parts of it he can promptly 
bring forward, and that in a ſacred ſtyle, 
for their diverſion. But the whole round 
of his varied devices may be viewed only 
as different changes of poſture; like a 
man in a fever, who imagines every part 
of his bed eaſter than that he lies upon; 
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but when he is moved, he finds no advan- 


tage, for the cauſe of his reſtleſſneſs is 
within. 


** But whereunto ſhall we liken the men 
of this generation, and to what are they 
like?” I repreſent to myſelf a number 
of perſons of various characters, involved 
in one common charge of high treaſon. 
They are already in a ſtate of confinement, 
but not yet brought to trial; the facts, 
however, are ſo plain, and the evidence 
againſt them ſo ſtrong and pointed, that 
there is not the leaſt doubt of their guilt 
being fully proved, and that nothing but 
a pardon can preſerve them from puniſh- 
ment. In this ſituation it ſhould ſeem 
their wiſdom to avail themſelves of every 
expedient in their power for obtaining 
mercy. But they are entirely regardleſs - 
of their danger, and wholly taken up with 
contriving methods of amuſing themſelves, 
that they may paſs away the term of their 
impriſonment with as much cheerfulneſs 
as poſſible. Among other reſources,” 

while 
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while ſome have recourſe to their poſts of 
honor, the golden god, the drunkard's re- 
vel, the gameſter's hazard, the hunter's 
ſport, or the ſtrumpet's charms, ** the 
aſſiſtance of muſic 1s called in by others ; 
and, amidſt a great variety of ſubjets 
in this way, they are particularly pleaſed 
with one” (the Meſſiah, firſt written, 
probably, with a good deſign, containing 
the beſt of inſtructions, but) © they chooſe 
to make the ſolemnities of their impending 
trial, the character of their Judge, the me- 
thods of his procedure, and the awful ſen- 
tence to which they are expoſed, the 
ground of a muſical entertainment: and 
as if they were quite unconcerned in the 
event, their attention is chiefly fixed upon 
the ſkill of the compoſer, in adapting the 
ſtyle of his muſic to the very ſolemn lan- 
guage with which they are trifling. The 
king, however, out of his great clemency 
and compaſſion towards thoſe who have no 
pity for themſelves, prevents them with his 
goodneſs, Undeſired by them, he ſends them 


a gracious 
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a gracious meſſage ; he affures them he is 
unwilling they ſhould ſuffer ; he requires, 
yea, he entreats them, to ſubmit; he 
points out a way in which their confeſſion 
and ſubmiſſion ſhall be certainly accepted; 
and 1n this way, which he condeſcends to 
preſcribe, he offers them a free and a full 
pardon. But, inſtead , of taking a ſingle 
ſtep towards a compliance with his good- 
neſs, they ſet his meſſage likewiſe to muſic ; 
and this, together with a deſcription of 
their preſent ſtate, and of their fearful 
doom, awaiting them if they continue ob- 
ſtinate, is ſung for their diverſion, accom- 
panied with the ſound of cornet, flute, 
harp, ſacbut, pſaltery, dulcimer, and all 
kinds of infſtruments.”—{ Newton's Me 
fiah.) The application is eaſy, by compa- 
ring the glorious and awfully ſublime ſub- 
ject of the Meſſiah, with the general uſe 
that is made of it. 

How ftrange the expedients and devices 
of men to obtain peace! How piteous 
their ſtate! Surely this may be termed 
Satan's ne plus ultra, or his laſt ſhift. 


And 
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And how little better is their condutt 
who, while they have made ſome faint and 
fruitleſs efforts towards religion, have ne- 
ver reſigned their hearts to God, never 
ſought, in a proper manner, the genuine 
graces of the Spirit, nor refuge in the Sa- 
vior of ſinners ? They triumph in their 
oppoſition to the goſpel, and delude them- 
ſelves with their fancied morals and well 
ſpent life; with their good reſolutions, ; 
vows, bed ſaying prayers, and 
almſgiving; with their mortifications and 
their monthly ſacraments &c. But 
theſe, however good and needful as the 
fruits of faith in Chriſt, if they are relied 
on for acceptance with God, or looked 
to as the portal to heaven, they will be 
aſſuredly in the end found only the trap 
door of Satan to the bottomleſs pit. 
What can a courſe of mere morality, the 
morality of condemned ſinners, avail to- 
wards the attainment of peace? This either 
is, or is not, the way to peace with God. 

Now the apoſtle thus writes, Rom. v. 
1, &c. Being juſtified by faith, we have 
| peace 
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peace with God, through our. Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. And not only ſo, but we alſo joy 
in God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by 
whom we have now received the atone- 
ment: for as by one man's diſobedience 
many were made ſinners, ſo by the obedi- 
ence of one ſhall many be made righteous. 
That as fin hath reigned unto death, even. 
ſo might grace reign through righteouſneſs, 
unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord.“ And with reſpe& to himſelf in 
particular, hear what he ſays, Phil. iii. 6. 
** Touching the righteouſneſs of the law, I 
was blameleſs. But what things were gain 
to me, thoſe I counted loſs for Chriſt ; yea, 
doubtleſs, and I count all things but loſs 
for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus, my Lord, for whom 1 have 
ſuffered the loſs of all things, and do count 
them but dung that I may win Chriſt, and 
be found in him, not having mine own righ- 
teouſneſs, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Chriſt, the 
righteouſneſs which is of God by faith,” 


How 
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How abſurd then is the very idea of 


making our peace with God by morals 


which are totally immoral, by a well ſpent 
life, which has been moſtly ſpent in ſin; 
or of obtaining righteouſneſs with God by 
that which is  unrighteous ! for all our 


righteouſneſs 1s as filthy rags. Our works - 


are no farther good than as they are per- 
formed from a right principle, that is 
ſupreme love to God; by a right rule, 
according to the preſcribed directions of 
the word of God; and directed to a right 
end, that is, the glory of God. And in- 
ſtead of God being indebted to us, our 
obligations, and debt of love to God, are 
increaſed proportionably as we are enabled 
thus to at; as all good proceeds from 
him. But the beſt actions of the unregene- 
rate are utterly void of theſe principles, 
being performed from mere ſeliiſh motives. 
Perſuade ſuch that they may eſcape the 
Divine wrath without their good works, 
and they will be perfectly ſatisfied without 
them. Their boaſted morality will there- 
fore leave them under the denunciation of 
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the law, which ſays, Gal. iii. 10. Curſed 


is every one that continueth not in all 
things written in the book of the law to 
do them: — for whoſoever ſhall keep 
the whole law, and yet offend in or 
point, he is guilty of all.” Jam. ii. 10. 
Therefore there is no peace to ſuch, 


What peace can poſſibly be attained 


while we are under the tyrannic controul 


of contrary and contending paſſions? which 
18 the ſtate of every unregenerate ſinner ; 
while various paſhons are ever 1n a flutter ? 
while anxious luſt and envy rage, and 
demand a gratification, but are ever ſubject 
to diſappointment, from an unknown vari- 
ety of incidents and providential interpoſi- 
tions? And, when our circumſtances take 
an adverſe turn, when conſcience, how 
depraved ſoever does remonſtrate, and the 
thought of death and judgment ruſhes upon 
the mind; then to have no reſource, no 
refuge to fly to, no hope in God, only the 
retroſpeR, inſtead of a well-ſpent life, of a 


life ſpent in diſſipation, folly, and fin, and 


an 
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an eternity preſenting itſelf, what wonder 
that, under ſuch e deſpair and 
ſuicide take place! 

Alas, alas, the whole world is at war, 


oppoſing. thwarting, each other, and devi- 
fing evil; and therefore no peace can be 


obtained from that quarter. Conſcience 


rages, and therefore no peace. But, 
above all, the divine attributes all declare, 
there can be no peace, but in the know- 
ledge and love, ſupreme love, of God in 
Chriſt. There can be no peace without 
a divine faith in Jeſus as our Redeemer 
and | Righteouſneſs. There can be no 
peace, till we are born again of the Spirit, 


till we become new creatures, till our 


hearts, our ſentiments, our purſuits, are 
changed. There can be no ſolid peace, 


till we are enabled to tread in the footſteps 
of the flock, and delight in God as our All 
in All. 


Judge then what ye ſtand in need of, 
O ye careleſs, ungodly, and profane; and 
ye ſelf-righteous oppoſers ot the goſpel. 

You 
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You are ſeeking happineſs, but it is in 
ways contrary to God: and did ever any 
- oppoſe God, and proſper ? Such may proſ- 
per in the world; they may obtain its 
riches, honors, and pleaſures, and live 
without controul. But ſee the end of 
ſuch deſcribed by the unerring word of 
God. Pride compaſſeth them about as a 
chain, Their eyes ſtand out with fatneſs; 
they have more than heart could wiſh. Be- 


| hold, theſe are the ungodly, who proſper 
£ in the world, they increaſe in riches. 
| Surely thou didſt ſet them in ſlippery pla- 
ces; thou caſtedſt them down into deſtruc. 
tion, How are they brought into deſola- 
tion as in a moment! They are utterly 
conſumed with terrors.“ Thus exclaiming, 
* Who among us ſhall dwell wich the de- 
vouring fire? Who among us ſhall dwell 
with everlaſting burnings? Now the 
works of the fleſh are manifeſt, which are 
theſe, adultery, fornication, uncleanneſs, 
Jaſciviouſneſs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
variance, emulatrons, wrath, ſtrife, ſedi- 
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tions, hereſies, envyings, murders, drunk- 
enneſs, revelings, and ſuch like: of the 
which I tell you before, as I have alſo 
told you in times paſt, that they which do 
ſuch things ſhall not inherit the kingdom. 
of God.” Pſal. Ixxiii. Iſa. xxxiii. 14. 
Gal. v. 19. A curſe attends even the 
bleſſings of the ungodly. Their abun- 
dance and folly only add to their preſent 
intaxication; remorſe and everlaſting mi- 
ſery cloſe the ſcene. Thus ſpeaks the 
experience of individuals, of families, 


of nations, yea of angels. See the Epiſtle 
of St, Jude, 


And judge what you need, who are in 
ſome ſenſe partakers of the grace of God. 
You complain for want of peace. ls there 
not a cauſe? Is there not in you too great 
conformity to the practice and ſpirit of the 
world ? Did you not firſt obtain peace by 
an evangelical acquaintance with and de- 
light in God? If this be now neglected, 
what wonder that you complain? 
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What peace can you expect to obtain, 
without an uniform attention to your obli- 
gations to the faith and precepts of the. 
goſpel ? What happineſs can you reaſon- 
ably hope for, while unbelieving diſtruſt 
of God, impatience under trials, want of 
charity to our fellow creatures, the indul- 
gence of ſecret ſins, ſinful tempers, unfair 
dealings, covetous prattices, or a general 
inattention to relative duties, prevail ? 
And ſtill further; in vain do you look for 
true and ſubſtantial comfort while you 
perſiſt in a neglett of the ſcriptures, ſpiri- 
tual converſe, ſecret prayer, and the ordi- 
nances and facraments of the Lord. From 
ſuch: conduR as this, what can be expetted 
but the moſt painful diſquietude ? 

Love net the world, neither the 
things that are in the world. If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him. For all that is in the world, 
the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, 
and the pride of life, is not of the Father, 
but is of the world. 1 John. ii. 16, 17. 
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Walk in the Spirit, and ye will not 
obey the luſts of the fleſh.” The want 
of theſe holy habits, and an allowance of 
what 1s contrary, the natural conſequence 

of being ignorant of God, will ever be 
attended with the want of peace and real 
good in the ſoul. 


IV. Let one and all then attend to the 
advice given in my next, Acquaznt thyself 
with him, . | 

I have already been particular in pre- - 
ſenting to your view, according to the 
word of God, ſome outlines of the tranſ- 
cendently glorious nature and charatters 
of God, with whom we are called upon to 
acquaint ourſelves, and you have the bleſ- 
ſed ſource of this, and infinitely more 
information, in your own houſes, in the 
Book of God. Let me entreat you then, 
moſt earneſtly, that you no longer ſuffer 
it to he unnoticed upon the ſhelf, while 
you ſo eagerly catch up a hiſtory, a novel, 
a newſpaper, or a ballad, for your amuſe- 
ment ; but conſider what a treaſure, what 
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a divine and heavenly treaſure, is delivered 
to you in the Bible, for your ſtudy, belief, 
and happineſs. What a fund of. know- 
ledge ! ſufficient to make you wiſe unto 
ſalvation. This is wiſdom, the wiſdom 
of God. | | 

Oh what condeſcenſion in the Almighty 
thus to pity our 1gnorance, and thus to 
inſtruct us, to lead us to an acquaintance 
with himſelf, to lead us to happineſs, to 
lead us to Heaven! And ſhall we ſhut our 
eyes, and refuſe his inſtruttions ? God for- 
bid, that to all our other ſins, we ſhould 
add this fin likewiſe ; and thus remain in 
ignorance, remain in miſery. Rather let 
us read it with attention, read it as the 
word of God, having every poſlible evi- 
dence of its divine authenticity ; and ſtudy 
it with devotion. Let us remember that 
the ſcriptures were written by diſintereſted, 
faithful, upright, men, as they were taught 
by the Holy: Ghoſt; in which future 
events are accurately predicted and fulfil- 
led; which are further confirmed by mira- 


cles; which uniformly teach us the way. 


to purity, peace and bleſſedneſs; and ſuch 
__ who 
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who have properly received them, have 
had the witneſs in themſelves of their tranſ- 
forming efficacy. May we pray for the 
light of that Spirit which firſt inſpired his 
ſervants to write them, that by the ſame Spi- 
rit we may have a right judgment in all 
things contained therein. And this he has 
promiſed ta give to them that aſk it. 
Hereby you will not only learn that HE 18, 
but that he is a rewarder of them that dili- 
gently ſeek him. And thus you will learn 
ſomething of that which would otherwiſe 
be incomprehenſible. Here you will learn 
ſomething of the perfedon of thoſe divine 
attributes already mentioned. 


Acquaint yourſelf with theſe charafters 
of the Almighty, and you will ſee the ne- 
ceſlity of falling down before him, and in 
the deepeſt humiliation of ſoul crying out, 
Gad be merciful to me a ſinner,” Job, 
in his mature knowledge and experience, 
thus ſpeaks, © I have heard of thee by the 
bearing of the ear; but now mine eye 
ſeeth thee ; wherefore I abhor myſelf, and 
24 repent 


. 

repent in duſt and aſhes.” Job xlii. 5, 6. 
Oh what an affecting view will this ſacred 
acquaintance give you of yourſelf, and of 
your ſtate before him, when you conſider 
that he is perfectly acquainted with all 
your thoughts, words, and actions! And 
with what eagerneſs will you pry into the 
divine oracles, that you may ſtill further 
acquaint yourſelf with him in thoſe more 
endearing characters, which he bears pecu- 
liarly towards penitent ſinners, in his gra- 
ous attributes. You will be truly anx- 
10us to know how this juſt and holy God 
can be true and juſt, and yet juſtify ſo 
guilty a creature as man is. The ſcriptures 
afford an anſwer of peace to every ſuch 
enquirer, 


It is not poſſible that man ſhould redeem 
his own ſoul. Obedience to God is ever 
due; and after we have done our beſt, we 
are unprofitable ſervants. But before man 
had ſinned, the Lord was fully acquainted 
with the event, and had provided accord- 


ingly. The Eternal Three had covenanted 
| to 


1 
to ſave ſinners, the chief of ſinners, and to 
advance them to glory. Where fore though 
the wrath of God is revealed againſt every 
offender, and every offence committed in 
the human nature; and though Satan had 
involved, by the ſin of out firſt parent, and 
by our own tranſgreſſions, the whole race 
of man in guilt and condemnation, the 
Lord himſelf prevented the deſpair of the 
firſt offender, and of all his children after 
him, by a gracious promiſe, that * the ſeed 
of the woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's 
head. Gen. iii. 15.” For this purpoſe the 
Son of God, in due time, was manifeſted 
in our nature, as the feed of the woman, 
to deſtroy the works of the devil. Thus 
Chriſt is revealed in ſcripture as the Medi- 
ator between God and man. This medi- 
ation coſt him his life, This he volunta- 
rily laid down, to raiſe us up to life and 
immortality. Thus he becomes our Re- 
deemer and Surety, having made complete 
ſatisfaction to God for us. Chriſt hath 
redeemed us from the curſe of the law, 


being made a curſe for us. Gal. iii. 13. 
D 5 * God 
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God hath made him to be ſin for us, 
who knew no fin, that we might be made 
the righteouſneſs of God in him. 2 Cor. v. 
21. Thus he becomes a ſuitable Advo- 
cate and Interceſſor for all them that 
believe; and anſwers all the accuſations 
that are brought againſt them at the righ- 
teous tribunal of God, by conſcience, 
law, and Satan. Chriſt has died, yea 
rather is riſen again, who is even at 
the right hand of God. Wherefore he is 
able to ſave them to the uttermoſt that 
come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever 


hveth to make interceſſion for them. 


Sing, O ye heavens, for the Lord hath 
done it; ſhout, ye lower parts of the 
earth ; break forth into ſinging; for the 
Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified 
himſelf in Iſrael,” Iſa. xliv. 23. 


Theſe are truths related in ſcripture to 
confirm our faith in God our Savior, 
They are truths, however, that may be 
learnt and known by all, good and bad. 
We may learn them as we learn ſcience 
| and 
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and hiſtory in general, and be no better 
for our knowledge. Saving knowledge 

is not ſpeculative, as we may aſſent that 
| what we hear or read is true; but it is ſpiri- 
tual, fiducial, and influential, This know- 
ledge, as it proceeds from God, is to the 
renewed ſoul what the ſun is to the natu- 
ral creation. Wherever the enlivening 


beams of the ſun are hid from the earth, 


it is dark, torpid, dead, and fruitleſs. 
And, till the ſun of righteouſneſs ariſe 
upon the ſoul, by his ſpiritual, life-giving. 
influence, opening the underſtanding, and 
aftuating the will and affections, we live 
without light and without life, dead in 
treſpaſſes and ſins. Saving knowledge 
conſiſts in a ſpiritual conviction of divine 
truth; giving credit, full credit, to the 
declarations of holy writ concerning God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghoſt; confiding in him accordingly 
for pardon, reconciliation, and life eter- 
nal; and delighting in him, in all his com- 
mandments, in all his perfections, delight- 


ing in him above all things, as our pre- 


ſent and everlaſting portion. If 


— — En — 
— 


r. 


EC + 
= — == - 
— 

- 


* — 
— 


— —— 


— 
4 — 5 


rr 
. — ———_ 


22 ͤ Y—a—„ͤ 28 
22 — 


— T7” > 4 


7% * p _ a 
* e . 


rr. P__ ——— 


CCT 


— - r 
- * — * 8 


If we have a ſenſe of our guilt and 
ruin, we ſhall be like the condemned 
criminal, who, by his offence againſt the 
laws of the land, has forfeited his life to 
the king. Such an one is not contented 
with hearing that the king pardons ſome, 
while he juſtly permits the ſentence of 
the law to take place upon others; but, 
feeling his own condemnation, and the 
evil of it, his enquiry is, will he pardon 
me? Who will intercede for me? I can 
have no reſt, till I know that he has for- 
given me. | | 
. "= ſuch the ſcripture ſaith, © Believe 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt | 
be ſaved. This is life eternal, that they 
may know thee the only true God, and 
Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. Come 
unto me, ſaith the Savior, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you reſt. Him that cometh unto me, 
I will in no wiſe caſt out.“ 

We have continual need of the Spirit of 
grace to teach us, to impart faith unto us, 
to lead us to God, to ſanctify us, and to 

comfort 
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comfort us in the knowledge and belief 
of the truth. And for this purpoſe the 
Holy Ghoſt is promiſed: Chriſt ſays, 
* he ſhall glorify me; for he ſhall receive 
of mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto you.” 
And the apoſtle teſtifies, that“ God who 
commanded the light to ſhine out of 
darkneſs, hath ſhined into our hearts, to 
give us the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt”. 
Let us then, my brethren, pray for 
this divine knowledge, ſo freely promiſed ; 
and that we may be enabled to cultivate 
this acquaintance with God. Let us take 
heed, if we have obtained ſome knowledge 
of this bleſſing, leſt we ſhould be led 
away from its ſimplicity by ſuch as would 
pervert it; ſince the conſequences muſt be 
ruinous. For * there 1s no name given 
under heaven whereby men muſt be ſaved, 
but the name of Jeſus.” His life, his death, 
is the only ſatisfaftion for ſin; and the 
alone righteouſneſs by which we can 
be admitted inta the divine favor. This 
is goſpel, this is the only goſpel of 
| | Chriſt, 


Fe + 
Chriſt, for it is the ſum and ſubſtance 
of the whole ſcripture. * Wherefore,” 
ſays the apoſtle, © though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any other 
goſpel unto you, than that which we have 
preached unto ypu, let him. be accurſed. 
As we ſaid before, ſo ſay I now again, 
if any man preach any other goſpel unto 


you, than that you have received, let him 
be accurſed.“ Gal. i. 8. 


Permit me then, my fellow ſinners, 
to entreat your chief attention to this ſub- 
ject. Turn not a deaf ear to the goſpel 
of mercy. Conſider your need of it; 
conſider the bleſſedneſs it preſents to your 
view, and acquaint yourſelves with God. 
Do-not ſuppoſe it a matter of indifference 
whether you are thus acquainted with 
God or not. There is no other poſſible 
way to preſent happineſs or future felicity; 
there is no other way to eſcape the damna- 
tion of hell. This is the one thing need- 
ful for every living ſoul. May God Al- 
mighty make you all partakets of it. 

Acquaint.— 


1. 68 J 
Acquaint.— The term is a familiar one, 
and is intended to ſtir us up to ſeek an 
experimental acquaintance with God, with 
his will, with his providence and grace; 
that like Enoch we may walk with God, 
in holy and hourly converſe ; that with 
the apoſtle St. John we may be able to 
ſay, Truly our fellowſhip is with the 
Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt.” 


Now as this divine fellowſhip can only 
be obtained through the faith of Chriſt, 
Jeſus, ſo it can be maintained no longer 
than we, by divine grace, are enabled to 
pay an uniform attention to the divine 
precepts. © Hereby we know that we 
know him, if we keep his commandments. 
He that faith, I know him, and keepeth 
not his commandments, 1s a lyar, and the 
truth is not in him.” We are, therefore, 
to ſeek and cultivate this acquaintance 
continually in a due attendance on all the 
means of grace; in private and family 
prayer, and reading the holy ſcriptures ; 
in regularly attending public worſhip, eſpe- 

: 8 cially 


1 64.1 
cially the table of the Lord; and in a 
conſcientious regard of our duty, both 
towards God and our neighbor. 

As the ſervants of Chriſt, we are to 
renounce the devil and all his works, the 
pomps and vanity of this wicked world, 
and all the ſinful luſts of the fleſh. We 
are cordially to believe all the articles of 
the Chriſtian faith, and, chiefly, in God 
the Father, the Creator; God the Son, 
the only Redeemer; and God the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Sanctifier of all the elect peo- 
ple of God: and we are ſtudiouſly thus, 

by divine help, to keep God's holy will 
and commandments, and walk in the 
ſame all the days of our lives. 


With reſpe& to the firſt table, which 
includes our immediate duty towards 
God, we are taught to believe in him, 
to fear him, and to love him, with all 
our heart, mind, ſoul, and ftrength ; 
to worſhip him, to give him thanks, to 
put our whole truit in him, to call upon 
him, to honor his holy name and his 
word, and to ſerve him truly all the days 
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of our lives. And, in order to further 
and promote this bleſſed work, one day 
in ſeven is to be eſpecially and intirely 
ſet apart for the ſervice of God, the 
Chriſtian Sabbath, which we are to keep 
holy to the Lord; in a ſacred acknow- 
ledgment of our dependence upon him as 
our Creator, of our boundleſs obligations 
to him as our Redeemer, and as a pledge 
of, and preparation for, that everlaſting 
ſabbath of reſt reſerved for the people of 
God, in glory. 

This day we are to keep holy, as far as 
poſſible, in thought, word, and deed. In 
private reading, meditation, prayer, praiſe; 
in holy converſe; in a due attendance 


\ 


on public ordinances ; in works of mercy 
and duty, at home and abroad. Iſa. lviii. 
13. We are conſequently bound to ab- 
ſtain from and avoid every thing of a 
contrary nature, every thing that may 
tend to impede, eſpecially on this day, 
a ſpiritual walk and converſe with God; 
all negligence in duty and worſhip, worldly 
and carnal thoughts, words, and works, 

. ? whether 
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whether in reading, writing, ſettling ac- 
counts, buying, ſelling, receiving or car- 
rying out goods, journeying, idle goſſip- 
ping and viſiting, amuſements, games, 
plays, and paſtimes. Inſtigated by the 
devil, the ungodly have their pleaſure in 
ſuch ſabbath-day enormities, to their 
guilt and ruin: while the real Chriſtian's 
feaſt is in the ſervice of his God. 


And with reſpe& to the ſecond table, 
we are called to delight in all moral and 
relative duties. As the ſervants of God, 
we are to do our duty in that ſtate of life 
in which it has pleaſed God to call us. 

As parents and children.—The parent 
is to inſtruct his children in divine know- 
ledge,by precept and example, correcting, 
warning, and encouraging ; bringing them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord ; and making ſuitable proviſion for 
their temporal and eternal ' welfare, — 
And children are to honor and obey their 
parents in all things lawful and right. 

As huſbands and wives, —<The huſband 
is to honor, and cultivate the moſt tender 

affection 


L 

affection towards his wife, and in all 
things endeavor to promote her happi- 
neſs—And the wife is to reverence her 
huſband, to be attentive to his beſt inte- 
reſts, and to ſeek his happineſs. In ſhort, ; 
they are to ſtrive together to help each 
other, as heirs of the grace of life, that 
their prayers be not hindered. 

As maſters and ſervants.—The maſter, 
while he remembers his authority in tem- 
porals, ſhould never neglef the exerciſe 
of it in ſpirituals, to guard his ſervants 
againſt vice, and to inſtruct them in the 
fear of God.—And ſervants are to be obe- 
dient in all things lawful, to be upright 
and diligent, to promote their maſter's 
wiſhes and intereſt, 

As miniſters and people. —Maniſters are 
to watch for the ſouls of the people, as 
thoſe that muſt give an account, And the 
people are to regard their meſſage, and 
them alſo, ſo far as they fulfil their duty, 

for the Lord's ſake. 

As rulers and ſubjects. — The ruler, 
from the king to the conſtable, is to exer- 

ciſe 
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ciſe his authority for the glory of God, and 
the welfare of the community,—And the 
fubje& is to honor and obey the king, and 
all that are put in authority under him. 

As ſuperiors and inferiors.—Superiors 
are not to lord it over their inferiors, to 
inſult, oppreſs, or injure them, but to uſe 
their influence for their temporal and 
eternal welfare. And inferiors are to pay 
honor to whom honor is due, and be con- 
tented in their ſtation, remembering that 
the day is haſtening when only the truly 
obedient behever in Jeſus will be exalted. 

As tradeſmen or dealers.—Let the ſeller 
and the buyer look to it, that they deal 
with uprightneſs, and endeavor to do 
to others, as they would that others 
ſhould do unto them. 


While we renounce the very hope of 
being ſaved by the law, we are bound as 
far as poſſible to fulfil the law, and hereby 
manifeſt our duty and love to him, whoſe 
dying requeſt to his diſciples was, If ye 
love me, keep my commandments.” Thus 

We 
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we are, by God's help, to fulfil our baptiſ- 
mal vow, to fight againſt the world, the fleſh, 
and the devil, and continue to be Chriſt's 
faithful ſoldiers and ſervants to the end of 

our life. 7 
And if a cavilling world reproach us, 
one while, for holding doctrines contrary 
to godlineſs, and at other times, with pro-, 
pagating notions ſo ſtri& and auſtere, that 
it is impoſſible to attain to the praftice of 
them, or, if attained, tending only to me- 
lancholy, a ſlander equally common with 
the former; let our ſpirit and conduct 
give the lye to ſuch miſrepreſentations. 
Let our lives manifeſt, that the doctrines 
we profeſs are according to godlineſs ; that 
what is impoſſible to the mere moraliſt, is 
eaſy to the man bleſt with a divine inſtruc- 
tor, and aſſiſtant, to whom all things are 
poſſible; and that theſe truths tend to com- 
fort the heart and gladden the countenance. 
May we ſit with holy gratitude at the feet 
of Jeſus, and contemplate his glory and 
grace, till we are transformed into his 
image! May we thrive in the garden of 
the Lord, as trees of. his own planting, 
bringing forth rich and ripe fruit in ſeaſon! 
This 
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This is indeed the genuine-tendency of 
that religion we profeſs, and this is the 
only way in which we can demonſtrate to 
the world, and to our own conſciences, that 
we are not hypocrites, that we do not 
deal in the wretched commerce of unfelt 
truths ; that we are not mere ſtage players 
in divinity, nor quacks that know not the 
tendency of their own preſcriptions, But, 
from our own trial and experience, and 
from a full exemplification of the happy 
influence the truths we profeſs have on 


our lives and conduct, may we commend 


them to every man's conſcience in the 
ſight of God. And, by the continual ex- 
erciſe of a conſcience void of offence to- 
wards God and man, may we proclaim to 
the world, that our religion is no fraud; 
but, on the contrary, a bleſſed and ſoul 
ſatisfying reality, By theſe means we 
mall, according to the apoſtle, heap coals 
of fire on the heads of our adverſaries. 


The felicity of man in paradiſe conſiſted 
in the enjoyment of the preſence, and 
in a participation of the image of God. 

Herein 


E | ; 
Herein man poſſeſſed a ſweet ſerenity of 
mind, a divine calm in the conſcience, 
an ineffable joy, complete ſatisfaction in 
God, and in the ſoul, The unalterable 


perfection and enjoyment of theſe, is the 
glory and felicity of heaven. 


And let it be remembered, may it never 


be forgotten, that we can be no farther 
happy upon earth than as we regain what 
we have loſt by the fall. This is our preſent 
buſineſs. Every new endearing view of 
God our Savior, every evangelical tri- 
umph over fin, every advanced ſtep in 
| holineſs, is an advanced ſtep towards hea- 
ven, happineſs and peace. Grace in the 
heart is the dawning of eternal glory ; and 
eternal glory is the perfection of grace. 
And, on the contrary, every advance in 
unbeliet, and contempt of our redeeming 
God]; every careleſs neglett of true holi- 
neſs ; every indulgence of ſinful paſſions, 
ſiaful purſuits, and ſinful tempers ; every 
neglet of the laws of God, or thoſe juſt 


laws of the community to which we belong, 


which is in truth a breach of the divine 
| 3 
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law, proportionably aſſimilates us to the 
diſobedient, infernal ſpirits; and, may we 
ever remember it ! conſequently, without 
timely and bitter repentance, fit and pre- 
pare us for their infernal portion. 


God enable us then to ſeek that acquain- 
tance with him, which may transform us 
into his heavenly likeneſs! may he make 
us partakers of all the peaceable fruits of 
righteouſneſs, and enable us daily to 
advance heavenward, by living upon and 
looking to Jeſus! And in the continual 
exerciſe of genuine repentance, may we 
follow him in faith, holineſs, and love; in 
prudence, juſtice, temperance, and forti- 
tude; in truth, righteouſneſs, fidelity, and 
induſtry; in purity, chaſtity, ſelf-denial, 
and reſignation; in humility, meekneſs, 
patience, and gentleneſs; ih goodneſs, 
benevolence, compaſſion, and mercy; in 
heavenly contemplation, heavenly mind- 
edneſs, hope and joy !—This is to walk 
with God; and, thus walking, God will 
walk with us, and dwell withus, and bleſs us. 


And 


; E 
And will God be thus acquainted with 


finful man? will he thus manifefl his 


grace, and forgive the errors and rebellion 
of mortals? will God in very deed dwell 
with men? Bluſh then, my ſoul, and 
mourn and weep over thy. backwardnels 
in cultivating this divine acquaintance. 
Oh pray for more faith, more grace, more 
affectionate zeal for the glory of God. 


. Walk in the Spirit, delight thyſelf, n 
thyſelf with him. | 


3 Now—This word, it is true, is not in 


the original text exactly according to che 
common acceptation of it in Engliſh ; but, 


being by no means foreign to the original 


Intent of the paſſage, which urges an 


immediate preſent regard, it is worthy 
particular attention. Behold row is the 
accepted time; behold now is the day of 


ſalvation.“ This is a very encouraging 


word to all who wiſh for, and are ſeeking, 
an acquaintance with God. Our God is 
merciful, gracious, long-ſuffering, abun- 
dant in goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy 
| E FE for 
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for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſ- 


lion, and fin, He is long ſuffering to us. 


ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould be brought to repen- 
tance, He now waits to be gracious. 
He now makes his goodneſs paſs before us 
in a preached goſpel. Chriſt is ſet forth 
to our view as crucified and lain, as riſen 
and aſcended, and now interceding for 
ſinners; that we may at length be won 
with his divine excellencies, and without 
delay, without reſerve, give him our 
hearts. | | 
Now ;—this moment, by the forbear- 
ance of God, is ours: while many of 
our neighbors, friends, and acquaintance, 
who had laid plans for years yet to come, 
are now 1n an unalterable eternity. Their 
plans and ſchemes for time are all at an 
end; though they had as. much rightto 
expect a continuance here, to put them 
into execution, as we have our preſent 
projects. But their days are gone! They 
are fixed for ever, fixed in their unaltera- 


ble, everlaſting abode.! May we prepare, 


may 


. 


1 


may we beg of God to prepare us, by a 


divine faith in Jeſus our only Savior. For 
aught we know, the next moment may 
bear us to the judgment ſeat of Chriſt. 


So that, while we are thus encouraged, 
we are warned not to delay, to ſeek an 


intereſt in his favor. 


And this word, now, as well as in the 


caſe of the perſon to whom it. was firſt 


applied, is full of encouragement to poor 
backſliding ſinners. Now, after all your 
ingratitude, after all your wickedneſs, 
return again to me, faith the Lord, Jer. 


iii. Hof, xiv. The beſt of God's people 


need this word for their comfort, from 
day to day. They are all backſliders. 
And as ſuch, wtth the worſt, they are all 
called upon to return to their compaſ- 
ſionate God and Savior; who hates put- 


ting away, who delights in ſhowing mercy, 


and rejoices in the return of the ſinner, 
to the fountain opened for ſin and unclean- 
neſs, even the vileſt of the vile. Adam, 
the firſt offender was called—and after- 
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wards, a Manaſſeh, a David, a Magdalene, . 
a Peter, a dying Thief, a Saul; yea, if 
our hearts ſmite us, and we are inclined 
to return to God, -with all our hearts, to 
be faved in his way of ſalvation, we are 
now called to rejoice in it. 


In ſhort, this word may be applied to 
all. We are all this day the monuments 
of God's ſparing mercy, We have all, 
by various providences, by numerous 
preachers, and perhaps to little purpoſe, 
been called upon to acquaint ourſelves 
with God. You have now, my brethren, 
another call; God grant it may not be in 
vain. God grant it may not be your 
laſt call. 


I can appeal to the heart-ſearching God, 
and to your conſciences, that, during the 
whole of my miniſtery among you, though 
I have much to mourn over, I have not 
ſhunned to declare to you the whole coun- 
ſel of God, ſo far as I have been ac- 
quainted with it; to warn you againſt the 


| neglect 


e 
neglect of it, and to entreat your atten- 
tion to it. And I truſt, yea, I am fully 
confident, that my meſſage has been 
attended with good effett upon ſome of 
you, to whom the word ſpoken has been 
the ſavor of life unto life. God be 
praiſed for this. But what cauſe for 
lamentation, both in the preacher and the 
hearers, that our fruit has not been more 
abundant. We have great cauſe to mourn 
over our comparative unfruitfulneſs, that 
| we have made ſo little progreſs in divine 
knowledge, and in the divine lite. May 
we now at length ſtrive together tor more 
grace, and for greater conformity to God. 
And may we *© be ſteadfaſt, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, foraſmuch as we know that our 
labor 1s not in vain in the Lord.” 


Ungodly ſinners, who, alas, compoſe 
the bulk of this pariſh, covetous, ſwearers, 
liars, thieves, drunkards, ſabbath-breakers, 

wWhoremongers, and adulterers, with all 
the group of other ungodly ſinners, let me 
Eg aentreat 
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entreat you now at length to attend to the 
things which belong to your peace, ſince 
there 1s no peace, ſaith my God, to the 
wicked. 


Hitherto you have apparently heard in 
vain, In vain, did I ſay? Oh, no! that 
cannot be; for we are unto God a ſweet 
ſavor of Chriſt in them_ that are ſaved, 
and in them that periſh; to the one we are 
the ſavor of death unto death; and to 
the other a ſavor of life unto life,” If 
therefore ye will not come unto God, 
that ye may have life, the juſtice of 
God will be glorified in your eternal 
death. God Almighty help you now to 
flee from the wrath to come! 


| Attend to the text in its true ſpirit, and 

natural import; and as you have been 
again and again entreated by the various 
miniſters of Chriſt, who have preached 
to you the word of ſalvation. O! for 
| your ſouls-ſake, be perſuaded. © We 


are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though 
God 
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God did beſeech you by us, we pray 
you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled 
unto God.” And ſuch of you who 
profeſs to enjoy this acquaintance with 
God, I beſeech you by the mercies 
of God, that ye preſent your bodies a 
living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 
which is your, reaſonable ſervice; and be 
ye not conformed to this world ; but be 
ye transformed, by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect will 
of God.” | 


We are now called upon by all the mer- 
cies of the Father, by all the ſufferings of 
the Son, and by all the grace of the Holy 
Spirit by the uucertainty of time, and by 
the certainty and importance of eternity. 
Now you are called upon to hear the word 
of God with attention ; now you are called 
upon to pray for an application of the 
word to your hearts; now,—when your 
conſciences teſtify with the word of God 


the need you have of an acquaintance 
E 4 with 
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with God; and, withal, when the word, 
when univerſal experience, proclaims, that 
there is comparatively nothing elſe worth 
ſeeking, but an acquaintance with God ; 
and that to acquaint ourſelves with God, 
is to anſwer the proper end of our exiſt- 
ence, which is to honor the Lord, to obey 
his word, to live a ſpiritual, a holy, a hea- 
venly life, in the contemplation, admira- 
tion, love, and praiſe of God, — ſurely 
you are bound inſtantly to ſeek this 
acquaintance, 


Acquaint thyſelf now with him, 


VI. And be at peace, What an in- 
valuable bleſſing this! Peace is oppoſed 
to war; to that ſtate of oppoſition, 
wrangling, tumult, outrage, and torment, 
which ſo generally prevails among the 
| ſons and daughters of Adam; and as it 
reſpects our diſpoſition towards God, our 
neighbor, and ourſelves, 


O ye oppoſers of God and his Chriſt ; 
ye ſons of pride and ambition, anger and 
revenge; 
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.revenge; ye friends of the world and 
| fin; how little do ye know of this bleſ- 
ſing ? You are at war with God and his 
image 1n his people; you are at war with 
your own conſciences, by ſinful com- 
pliances ; you are at war with all mankind, 
who comply not with the fulfilment of 
your wiſhes. 


A naturally placid temper, it is confeſſed, 

is ſometimes to be found where no true 
principles of religion prevail; which is 
not ſo eaſily ruffled and enraged as the 
more ſanguine temper. And, ſo far as 
it reſpects the preſent peace of our neigh- 
bor and ourſelves, it is good. But we 
live in troubleſome days, days in which 
many delight in war, Verily they have 
- their reward, But thou, O Chriſtian, be 
not like unto them. 


While ſome arrogate to themſelves the 
ſeat of pre- eminence, as well as the ſeat 
of the ſcornful, and, to forward their 
ambitious purpoſes, ſow the ſeeds of diſ- 
1 cord, 
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cord, of hereſy, and rebellion, be not 
thou like unto them. Remember, not- 
withſtanding every cauſe of complaint, 
from the diſſoluteneſs of the times in 
which we live, thou enjoyeſt ſuperior 
privileges, the beſt of conſtitutions, the 
beſt of kings; the one preſcribing, and 
the other ſtudying, what is beſt for the 
community. For ſuch ineſtimable pri- 
vileges thou canſt not be ſufficiently - 
thankful. Pray for peace; pray for the 
peace of the King ; pray for the. peace 
of the nation, the peace of the church, the 
peace of God in thine heart; and thou 
ſhalt have peace. | 


And let me entreat every one, deſirous 
of this bleſſed peace, to guard, watchfully 
to guard, againſt whatever may impede 
its benign reign in the ſoul. Endeavor 
to crucify the fleſh, with the affections and 
luſts. For © to be carnally minded is 
death; but to ” ſpiritually minded is 
life and peace.” Put a double guard 
againſt an unſuitable inlet to worldly in- 
1 | tercourſe, 
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tercourſe, to improper conneftions with 
the men, or the things of the world. 
Whatever plauſible pretences we may 
have for it, a ſcanty income, an increaſing 
family, or the like, ſuch purſuits, unſuit- 
ably and mordinately regarded, will ſurely 
become injurious entanglements, to the 
| diftreſs of our own ſoul, and thoſe alſo 
of our brethren. And, how well ſoever 
we may purpoſe and intend in the outſet, 
how innocent or defirable ſoever ſuch 
condutt may ſeem in its firſt appearances, 
we ſhall ſurely, in the concluſion, find it a 
bait gilded by the devil; we ſhall have 
cauſe to repent our attention to it; ſince 
in a greater or leſs degree, we ſhall be 
thereby aſſuredly drawn into fin, 


I feel moſt ſeverely the truth of this 
declaration, in my own experience on 
this head. Though, in ſuch connections 
and engagements, I have cauſe to be 
thankful to God, that I am ſo far pre- 
ſerved from conſcious guilt, as not to 
have been permitted at any time, delibe- 

| rately 
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rately and knowingly, to violate the prin- 
eiples of juſtice or humanity; or wilfully 
to have oppreſſed or injured any one: 
nevertheleſs, the waſte of time, allotted 
for infinitely better purpoſes; the diſtrac- 
tion of mind, ſo oppoſite to duty and ſpi- 
ritual mindedneſs, the diſputes and alter- 
cations, hardly to be avoided, through the 
avarice of deſigning and bad men; and 
the conſequent reproach and calumny, 
too juſtly applicable to thoſe who wiſh to 
do better; as ſuch conſiderations lead me 
. to pray for an everlaſting deliverance from 
worldly engagements, ſorrow of heart for 
the evil attending them, will accompany 
- me to the end of my days. >. - 


Be at peace. Let this be ſought by 
ſuch an acquaintance with God as will 
drive out of the heart every diſturbing in- 
truder. Then, while we are unwillingly 
. conſtrained to be in the world, we ſhall 
not be of the world, we ſhall keep our- 
+: ſelves unſpotted from the world; yea, we 
ſhall enter its connections as we would a 

city 


8 | 


city infefted with the plague. But if- the 
bait be taken, ſo that the love of the world 


creep into the heart, let not peace be ex- 
pected; the love of God is gone out, 
and the peace of God will aſſuredly fly 
from it. Then ſpots, but not thoſe of 
God's. people, will. be ſoon conſpicuous 
to others, though perhaps unnoticed by 
ourſelves. How can two walk together 
except they be agreed? The experience 
of more than one can teſtify, it is impoſ- 


ſible, 


Be at peace.—What a word this to 


the diſconſolate ſoul, laden with guilt, and, 
under the moſt frightful apprebenfions, 
panting for deliverance ; whether we con- 


ſider it as a promiſe, or as a command, 
in conſequence of a ſcriptural and right 


* acquaintance with God. 


We have here a revelation of the di- 
vine Being, as a God full of grace and 
truth; not willing that any ſhould periſh, 


but that they ſhould be brought to repen- 
| tance and live. And the means are 


amply provided. 1 


- . 


— 
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Thou, poor diſconſolate ſoul, art loaded 
with objections. Thou revolveſt in thy 
thoughts thy numerous offences againſt 
the divine law; and it may be alſo even 
againſt the goſpel of peace. Thou art a 
great ſinner, an unbelieving, a blaſphe- 
ming, ſinner, a ſinner whoſe guilt is 
beyond knowledge or deſcription.—Sup- 
poſe it—allow it—what then? Thy heart 
is broken on account of thy ſins, thou 
ſeeſt them all in the moſt aggravated 
light, thou deteſteſt them, and thyſelf on 
account of them, and art ready to ſay— 
„ Wherewith ſhall J come before the 
Lord, and bow myſelf before the high 
God? Shall I come before him with 
burnt offerings, with calves of a year 
old? Will the Lord be pleaſed with 
thouſands of rams, or with ten thouſands 
of rivers of oil ? Shall I give my firſt- 
born for my tranſgreſſion, the fruit of my 
body for the fin of my ſoul-?”—And 
wouldſt thou give all this, were it in thy 
power, for peace with God ? Yes, verily, 
and ten thouſand worlds, were they at thy 
command. 
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command. — They would however be re- 


_ jefted—they could not effect the wiſhed- 


for peace—nor are they required. But 
remember, God has provided à better 
facrifice —a ſacrifice of infinitely more 
worth than ten thouſand worlds—it is a 
ſacrifice of God's own deviſing—for who 
but God could have thought of it ? What, 
of all the holy angels in heaven ?—No— 
that is inſufficient ;—the ſacrifice—I ſtop 
how can 1 ſpeak it—Yes, and that for 
finners—the chief of finners—the fſacri- 
fice of his OWN SoN When we were 
without ſtrength, yea, when we were. yet 
ſinners, Chriſt died for the ungodly. Oh 
immenſe mercy! boundleſs grace! A 
ſacrifice—can it be doubted? A ſacrifice 
that expiates, that makes a full, a com- 
plete, atonement for all fin, For the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth 
from all fin. Only believe, and thou ſhalt 
ſee the falvation of God—and be at peace. 
Here is a refuge from every ſtorm, a 
cordial for every fear. LORD, IN. 
CREASE OUR FAITH! 


It 
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It is thine, O Believer, and thine only, 
who art ardently ſeeking acquaintance 
with God, properly to know and enjoy 
the bleſſing of peace; to know it, to 
chooſe it, and to cultivate it, from a 
divine principle. And, thus diſpoſed, 
thou ſhalt not be diſappointed of thy de- 
ſires. Peace ſhall be thy happy lot. 


Peace with God, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Being acquitted from 
guilt, and juſtified by faith in Jeſus, 
divine juſtice and wrath will no longer 
flame againſt us. God is reconciled, 
| ſatisfied, yea, well pleaſed. Hence he 
-adopts the returning ſinner into his family, 
and he will ſave, he will rejoice over him 
with joy ; he will reſt in his love, he will 

joy over him with ſinging. , 
Peace of conſcience, through the di- 
vine atonement, no longer terrified under 
a ſenſe of guilt, and the fearful expectation 
ol judgment. When the Lord ſpeaks 
powerfully ta the ſou] by his Spirit, it is 
the 
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the word of omnipotence. When he ſaid 
unto the raging ſea, © Peace, be ſtill!“ 
immediately there was a profound huſh, 
a great calm. Thus the mind of the 
awakened ſinner is ſet at reſt. When 
tbe Lord opens the underſtanding to ſee 
the cauſe of dread removed, and the means 
or way by which it was effected; when 
falch is imparted to the ſoul, and it is en- 
abled to caſt itſelf upon Chriſt, dependent 
on his faithfulneſs and love, then Sinai's 
flames ſubſide, the ſword of juſtice is 
ſheathed, conſcience burns no more. 
Peace is proclaimed. An acquaintance 
with God, with God in Chriſt, will pro- 
duce an anſwer of peace againſt every 
accuſer. Who, ſays the apoſtle, ſhall 
lay any thing to the charge of God's elett ? 
It is God that juſtifieth, who is he that 
condemneth ?“ | 


Peace from the domineering and reign- 
ing power of ſin; for the promiſe of 
God is, © Sin ſhall not have dominion 
over you,” This is the Chriſtian's pri- 
| ; vilege. 
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vilege. An acquaintance with God 
cauſeth a death unto fin, and a new 
birth unto righteouſneſs. So that they 
who were before dead to God, dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins, and children of wrath, 
are hereby made alive unto God, and be- 
come children of grace. The love of 
ſin is ſubdued, and the love of God pre- 
voalls. 2 


Peace with one another. Peace at 
home, and peace abroad. When a 
- man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh 
even his enemies to be at peace with 
| him;” a proof of which we have in the 
cafe ol Jacob, Gen. xxxin. And this 
- thews us, my brethren, that there is much 
wanting in our diſpoſition and ways, in 
order to the attainment of this peace. 


But it does not follow that our warfare 
will ceaſe, with reſpe@ to an ungodly 
world, or that Satan will quietly leave us. 
An' open, and conſiſtent avowal of the 
peculiar doctrines of the goſpel, faith, 

and 
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and fervent devotedneſs of heart and life 
to God, are ſo oppoſite to the God of 
this world and his adherents, that they 
muſt neceſſarily provoke their enmity ; 
and, if the Chriſtian ſhould aft in any 
reſpe& improperly, or inconſiſtently, in his 
profeſſion, he muſt expect no mercy from 
his adverſaries, Agreeable to this, our 
Lord ſays, Think not that I am come 
to ſend peace on the earth; yea, a man's 
foes ſhall be they of his own houſehold.” 
And in their oppoſition they will even 
think that they do God ſervice. In 
the world, ſays Chriſt, ye ſhall have tri- 
bulation.” But if your ways pleaſe the 
Lord, he will ſtand by you; and though, 


like Daniel and the three children, you 
might be caſt imto a fiery furnace, or a 


den of lions, you ſhall be enabled in pa- 
tience to poſſeſs your ſouls, and be fol- 
lowers of them, who, through faith and 
pattence now inherit the promiſes. 


Nor does it follow, from what was 
before ſaid reſpecting a deliverance from 
fin, that our corrupt hearts will ceaſe ſtrug- 
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-gling for ſinful compliances and ſinful in- 

dulgencies. Nay, we may be off our guard, 
and for a ſeaſon we may be taken cap- 
tive by our enemies, and conſtrained like 
. Sampſon to grind in our priſon houſe ; 
and with the apoſtle, to cry out, O 
; wretched man that Iam, who ſhall deli- 


ver me?“ A proper acquaintance with 
God affords an anſwer to ſuch diſtreſſed 


inquirers. Hereby he firſt humbles us 


betore him, under a ſenſe of our weak- 
. neſs, guilt, and ingratitude; and then 
. teaches us to ſay, © Rejoice not againſt 
me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I ſhall 
. ariſe; when I fit in darkneſs, the Lord 


ſhall be a light unto me. If any man ſin, 


- we have an Advocate with the Father. 


We have: not an High Prieſt which 
. cannot be touched with a feeling of our 


infirmities, but was in all points tempted 


like unto us, yet without ſin. Let us 
therefore come boldly to a throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 


find grace to help in time of need.” 


_— ; 


Such 
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Such declarations fill the ſou] with 
greater deteſtation of ſin, and ftir it up, 
through the grace of God, to more ardent 
prayers for the ſubduing of it. Hereby 
God's people are taught patience and con- 
fidence under the afflictive providences of 
God, and gentleneſs towards one another; 


and thus they have peace among them- 


ſelves. This acquaintance moſt certainly, 
under divine influence, is the ſource of 
comfort and peace to the people of God 
in every ſtate and condition of life, through 
the whole of their warfare, peace to the 
broken-hearted. As the want of it makes 


a Haman wretched in ſtate, ſo its enjoy- - 


ment affords Mordecai peace at the gate. 


Here is a ſource of peace to the weep- 
ing parent, and afflicted child; to the 
diſturbed huſband, and diſtracted wife; to 
the diſappointed maſter, and diſtreſſed ſer- 
vant; to the dejected ruler, and the 
oppreſſed ſubject; to ihe diſappointed 
landlord, and the diſpirited tenant; to 
the hurried trader, and the trader unem- 
ployed; to the mourning miniſter, and 

the 
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the grieved flock; to the young, and 
to the old; to the poor, and to the rich. 


Both in temporals and ſpirituals we are 


encquraged to caſt all our cares upon the 


Lord, believing that he careth for us. 


Thus we ſhall be taught the bleſſedneſs 
of ſatisfaction in God alone; being 
careful for nothing, but in every thing 
by prayer and ſupplication making our 
requeſts known unto him,” &c. Phil. 
iv. 11, &c. 

And while grace is exerciſed in oppoſi - 
tion to fin, and there is a holy purſuit 
after the image of God, though it be not 
yet fully attained, there will be an hope in 
God, which will enable us to look for- 
ward with ſerenity to death and judgment, 
and in ſome ſenſe to partake of the peace 
of God, which paſſeth all underſtanding, 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt; with 
ſpiritual mindedneſs, and a conformity to 
the image of God. Great peace,” faith 
the Pſalmiſt, © have they that love thy law. 


The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace. 


Thus. 
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Thus faith the Lord, thy Redeemer, 
the Holy One of Iſrael; I am the Lord 
thy God, which teacheth thee to profit, 
which. leadeth thee by the way that thou 
ſhouldeſt go. O that thou hadſt hearkened 


to my commandments ! then had thy Peace 
been as a river,” 


VII. Thereby good Mall come unto thee. 
The inquiry of the world, in the midſt of 
all their vain reſearches 1s, Who will ſhew 
us any good ? And in the purſuit of this 
they run from one amuſement to another, 
from one idol to another; and all in vain. 
Think of this, O ye devotees to the pro- 
fits and pleaſures of the world: ever ſeek- 
ing, but never finding reſt. 


The things of this world are as bubbles 
wafted before the wind; and we, like 
children, are ever purſuing them. From 
us they fly, as if to inſtruft us that good 
is not in them. And if, perchance, one 
is caught, it burſts in our hands : yet then 
we e iy to another—while in the mean 

time 
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time, God our Savior, the chief good, the 
only good, with outſtretchedarms, andevery 
good in his hands, comes to us, and ſays, 
„Seek ye firſt the kingdom of God, and 
his righteouſneſs, and on theſe things 
Thall be added unto you.” 


Temporal good,—Not that we are to. 
expect uninterrupted proſperity. On the 
contrary, God may ſee fit to ſtrip us of 
all, as he did Job; and hereby to teach 
us that a man's life conſiſteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he pol. 
ſeſſeth. Nor are ſuch as are in a late of 
poverty abſolutely and always to expect 
an increaſe; but they may expett God's 
bleſſing with their little; and they may 
be taught a leſſon which, to be able to 
ſay truly, is better than to poſſeſs the con- 
queſts of an Alexander without it. To ſay 
with Habakkuk, chap. iii. 17, Although 
**. the fig-tree ſhould not bloſſom, neither 
ſhall fruit be in the vine ; the labor of 
the olive Hall fail, and the fields ſhall 
yield no meat; the flocks ſhall be cut 


off 
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off from the fold, and there ſhall be no 
herd in the ſtalls ; yet I will rejoice in the 
Lord; I will joy in the God of my ſal- 
vation.“ And to ſay alſo, with the apoſtle, 
J have learned in whatſoever ſtate I am, 
therewith to be content. I know both 


how to be abaſed, and I know how to 


abound ; every where, and in all things, 
I am inſtructed both to be full and to be 
hungry, both to abound and to ſuffer 
need. Let the brother of low degree 
therefore rejoice in that he is exalted, but 
the rich in that he is made low.“ This 
is to enjoy | 


Spiritual good, —If we have the teſti. 


mony of our conſciences that we truly 
deſire an acquaintance with God, we may 


rejoice that we ſhall want no manner 
of thing that is good. All things ſhall 
work together for good. Though the 
Lord has not promiſed that we ſhall paſs 


. through life without changes, without 


croſſes, without afflictions, he has pro- 
miſed better things; he has aſſured us 


' , that all things work together, even now 


F they 
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they are working, as they are mixed 
together by his wiſdom, for our good, — 
Thus we ſhall learn that he does all things 
well; and be thankful for all his diſpen- 


ſations, proſperous or adverſe. * Call 


upon me then, ſaith the Lord, in the day 
of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou 
ſhalt glorify me.” Thus God's people are 
taught as they paſs through this wilderneſs 
to lean upon their beloved Savior, who 


upholds and ſtrengthens them, by his pre- 


ſence and ſmiles, to go forward through 
every danger. Rom. v.6,—10. Thus he 
fits bis people for that 


Eternal good, which he has promiſed 
to them that fear him; for © godlineſs 
is profitable unto all things, having the 
promiſe of the life that now is, and of 
that which 1s to come. Eye hath not ſeen, 
nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love 
him. An inheritance incorruptible, unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away, reſerved 
in heaven for all them who are kept by 

the 
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the power 'of God, through faith unto 
ſalvation.” 


This is the true philoſopher's ſtone, 
that turns all into gold; it produces good 
where there was none, with abundant in- 
creaſe. Thus the real chriſtian is enriched 


above all others; and his bank is in hea- 


ven, where the principal is ſecured, with | 
boundleſs intereſt. 


Wherefore © Acquaint now thyself with 
im, and be at peace thereby all this good 
Shall come unto thee.” 


Finally. You have, my dear bre- 
thren, this day life and death ſet before 
you, young and old, one and all, The 
greateſt ſinner, as he is warned of the 
danger of continuance in ſin, has all poſſi- 
ble encouragement to return to God, and 


be happy. 


Of the things which we have ſpoken, 
this is the ſum—That all ſcripture is 
given by inſpiration of God, and is re- 
vealed for our information and inſtruction ; 
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by which we are taught, that all man- 
kind are fallen from that holy ſtate in 
which they were created, and are by ſin 
in a ruined, wretched condition: that 
they are utterly incapable of delivering 
themſelves from that condemnation in 
which they are involved, and are at 
enmity itſelf againſt God and his ways. 
In this ſtate man became the object of 
divine compaſſion; and the Father of 
mercies, according to an everlaſting co- 
venant ordered in all things and ſure, com- 
mitted to his own beloved Son, all that 
ſhall believe on him to life everlaſting, 
that he might redeem them out of the 
hands of their enemies, and make them 
partakers of an eternal weight of glory. 


For this purpoſe the Son of God conde- 


ſcended to become incarnate, to clothe 
himſelf in our nature, to obey the law, 
and endure the curſe and puniſhment due 
to our offences, and to ſatisfy offended 


Juſtice on our behalf. Thus he became 


our Mediator and Surety, our Redeemer 
and Righteouſneſs, our Advocate and 
Interceſſor. 


0 „ — — £«@ as 


tv 


ſc 
ſti 
att 


W 


L101 


Interceſſor. By believing and relying en 


the ſatisfaction made by the Savior, ſin- 
ners are freely pardoned and juſtified, 


that is, pronounced juſt and righteous. 


And arrayed in the righteouſneſs of Jeſus, 
without ſpot, and blameleſs, they are 


adopted into the family of God, become- 


heirs of God, joint heirs with Chriſt 
Jeſus, and partakers of all the felicity of 
heaven. To fit them for which happy 
ſtate, the Holy Spirit changes and con- 
verts their hearts, ſanctifies their wills and 
affections, and enables them to ſtrive, ac- 
cording to the degree of grace given them, 
to walk in all the ordinances and com- 
mandments of the Lord blameleſs. Thus 
they are made partakers of peace and real 
good. Such an acquaintance will bring 
a man peace at the laſt, 


Yea, by a comparative difference be- 
tween the real Chriſtian, and other de- 
ſcriptions of mankind, I truſt it is demon- 
ſtrated, that the real Chriſtian, who has 
attained a ſcriptural acquaintance with 
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God, is, from firſt to laſt, the only happy 
man; for all others are entirely ignorant 
of true peace and ſolid happineſs. While 
the rational ſceptic and infidel, the pro- 
fane debauchee and pleaſure hunter, the 
formal and hypocritical religioniſt, arc 
either purſuing a whirlwind, or building 
upon a quagmire for happineſs; while 
theſe ungodly ſinners, in the whole of 
their mad career, reap only diſappoint- 
ment, and vexation of ſpirit in lite, dil- 
may and horror in death, and everlaſting 
anguiſh and torment beyond the grave ; 
the ſoul acquainted with God, builds up- 
on the rock of ages for happineſs, which 
is inſured to him by the unchangeable 
love, promiſe, and oath of Him that built 
the univerſe, ſupports and regulates it by 
the word of his power, and who has rati- 
fied the whole diſplay of his grace and 
mercy to his people, by the atoning death 
and triumphant reſurreftion of his Son, 
This their God 1s a wall of fire round 
about them, to ſecure them from, and to 
conſume their foes; and a divine glory 

dwelling 


1 
5 
, 


L 10g J. | 
dwelling in the midſt of them, to encou- 
rage, cheer, and comfort them. 

Hereby the people of God experience 
that godlineſs 1s profitable unto all things. 
It ſweetens, it doubles, yea, it adds a ten- 
fold ſweetnels, to every temporal bleſſing 
which the believer enjoys; to all he eats, 
to all he drinks, and to all he wears, 
whether he has little or much; to all his 
riches, honors and pleaſures, for he has 
his ſhare in theſe; in all his ſocial, and 


in all his retired and ſtudious enjoyments. 


And when diſappointing, afflictive pro- 
vidences occur, which are a part of his 
portion, his heavenly Father ſupports 
him, and turns every ſeeming curſe into 
a bleſſing; his ſoul is preſerved in pa- 
tience, and contentment, in ſatisfaction 
and peace; ſo that he can look through 
all events, even to death, with divine 
compoſure and tranquillity; and beyond 
the grave with a certain, unchangeable, 
and endleſs proſpe& of felicity, This 


is moſt certainly the genuine tendency of 
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the goſpel of Chriſt, and is the natural 
reſult of faith in him. 


And in order ſtill to effect the bleſſed 
purpoſe, God appoints and commands his 
miniſters to preach the goſpel to every 
creature, with this aſſurance, while they 
faithfully diſpenſe it, Lo, I am with 
you always, even tothe end of the world.” 
This is the warrant and encouragetnent of 
all the miniſters of Chriſt to preach, be- 
lieving that their word, in a greater or leſs 
degree, will be accompanied with his 
bleſſing. Were it not for this, we might, 
with as great probability of ſucceſs, preach 
to the ſtones in the ſtreet, in order to 
raiſe up children unto Abraham, unto 
God. But, depending upon this gra- 
eious promiſe, we believe we ſhall not 
labor in vain, nor ſpend our ſtrength for 
nought. Dependent on God's faithful 
promiſe, though hitherto you have re- 
mained in ignorance, and conſequently 
miſerable, we till ſow in hope; in hope 
that you will ſubmit yourſelves to, and 
acquaint yourſelves with him, 


Confiding 
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Confiding upon this promiſe, permit 
me once more, O ye careleſs, unconverted 
ſinners, to addreſs you; and oh that at 
length I may win you over to this Divine 
Lord and Maſter | May you ſee the im- 
portance, and with eagerneſs and up- 
rightneſs of heart attend to our meſſage! 


* Be not deceived; God is not mocked. 
Whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he 
alſo reap. He that ſoweth to the fleſh, 
ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption: but he 
that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit 
reap life everlaſting.” Gal. vi. 7, 8.— 
And it ſhall come to paſs, when the 
ſinner heareth the words of this curſe, 
and he bleſs himſelf in his heart, ſaying, 
I ſhall have peace, though I walk in the 
imagination of my heart, to add drunken- 
neſs to thirſt, and fin to ſin; the Lord 
will not ſpare him, but then the anger 
of the Lord and his jealouſy ſhall ſmoke 
againſt that man, and all the curſes that 
are written in this book ſhall lie upon 


kim, and the Lord ſhall blot out his name 
| from 
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from under heaven.” Deut. xxix. 19, 20. 
* Wherefore, rejoice, O young man, in 
thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee 
in the days of thy youth, and walk in 
the ways of thy heart, and in the ſight 
of thine eyes: but know thou, that for 
all theſe things God will. bring thee into 
judgment.“ Eccleſ. xi. g. 


But * we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as 
though God did beſeech you by us, we 
pray you, in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye recon- 
ciled unto God.” Chriſt has already 
aſſured you of. his love, by agony, and 
wounds, and blood. And all this, ſaith 
he, have I endured for ſinners. © I am 
the good ſhepherd; the good ſhepherd 
giveth his life for the ſheep. —Wiſdom cri- 
eth; ſhe uttereth her words, ſaying, How 
long, ye ſimple ones, will ye love folly, 
and the ſcorners delight in their ſcorning, 
and fools hate knowledge? Turn you at 
my reproof ; behold, I will pour out my 
ſpirit unto you ; I will make known my 
words unto you. The ſpirit and the 
bride 


1% 

bride ſay, Come; and let him that heareth 
ſay, Come; and let him that is athirſt 
come, and whoſoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely.” If you ſtill re- 
fuſe to come to God, my ſoul ſhall weep 
over you: and God forbid that I ſhould 
ceaſe to pray for your converſion. We 
{hall ſoon meet at the bar of God! 


Believers, who are truly ſeeking this 
acquaintance with God, I ſhall leave you 
in good hands, in the hands of God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 


| Ghoſt. You have a right to ſay with 


the apoſtle, © If when we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son,.much more, being reconciled, 
we ſhall be ſaved by his life. He that 
hath delivered us from ſo great a death, 
and doth deliver, in him we truſt that he 
will yet deliver us.” The promiſe in my 
text is the promiſe of God—All good is 
thine ; it ſhall come unto thee, 


Thus the believer 1s taught that the 
whole of his ſalvation, from firſt to laſt, 
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is ſecured to him in Chriſt. He alone 
wrought the firſt great deliverance from 


the curſe of the law; he delivered us £ 


from the curſe of blindneſs and hardneſs 
of heart, making us willing to be his; 
and he only can deliver us to the end: 
for if the beſt were for a moment left to 
themſelves, though they may have ſtood 
firm in the faith ſeven, or ſeven times 
ſeven, years, they would deny the Savior, 
and would, with Peter, be capable of 
ſwearing, they never knew him; their 
remaining depravity would be their ruin. 


Their ſecurity is therefore in his faithful- 


neſs alone; and they are only ſafe cleav- 
ing unto him. On him we muſt lean, 
and in him abide; and for this his love 
is engaged, while he calls upon us to ex- 
ert that power which he himſelf imparts. 


„Be ye faithful unto death, faith 
the Savior, and I will give you a crown 
of life, To him that overcometh will I 
grant to ſit down with me on my Throne, 
as I have overcome, and am ſet down 

| | with 
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with my Father on his Throne.” Soon 
ſhall you be numbered with them of whom 
it is ſaid, * Theſe are they which came 
out of great tribulation, and have waſhed 
their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they 
before the Throne of God, and ſerve him 
day and night in his Temple. And he 
that ſitteth on the Throne ſhall dwell 
among them. They ſhall hunger no 
more, neither thirſt any more; for the 
Lamb which is in the midſt of the Throne 
ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them unto | 
living fountains of waters ; and God ſhall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes. 


And now, brethren, I commend you to 
God, and to the word of his grace, which 
is able to build you up, and to give you an 
inheritance among all them that are ſanQi-" 
fied.” Amen and Amen. 2s 


SUPPLEMENT. 
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Luz poſſibility that this diſcourſe may 
fall into the hands of others, beſides my 
late pariſhioners, who have not ſuffi- 
ciently attended to the doctrines of our 
Church, who are however much con- 
cerned to know them, has induced me to 
' ſubjoin, not only ſome extracts from our 
Articles, with Scripture references, to 
ſhew their agreement therewith, but others 
alſo from a late publication on the ſame 
important ſubjetts, by the preſent Biſhop 
of St. David's; by which I am happy to 
find that I ſtand not alone, but that I am 
honored with the ſanction of ſo high and 
reſpectable a character in our church, in 
favor of the truths almoſt every where 
ſpoken againſt. 


Inn theſe articles, as Churchmen, we 
ought ever to glory, as a bulwark eſta- 


bliſhed, - 


E 


bliſhed, at leaſt to comfort and counte- 
nance the faithful, though ſo frequently 


contradicted by the unfaithtul, ſons of the 
Church. 


I have enlarged the more in my ex- 
tracts from the articles, as, in the ſmal- 
ler prayer-books, which are moſtly in uſe, 
the printing of them is generally and 
ſhamefully omitted: ſo that they are as 
much hidden from the common people, 
by this ſuppreſſion of them, as they are 
from others by their own perverſeneſs, or 
negligence. | | 


ARTICLE I. 


There is but 1 one living and true God, 
everlaſting, 2 without body, 3 parts, or 
4 paſſions ; of infinite 5 power, 6 wiſdom, 
and 7 goodneſs, 8 the Maker and 9 Pre- 
ſerver of all things both viſible and in- 
viſible; and 10 in Unity of this Godhead 
| there 


1 Mark xii. 32. Jer. x. 10.— 2 John iv. 24. 
3.1 Tim. i. 17-—4 Mal. iii. 6. James 1. 17.—5 Mat. 
xix. 26.— 6 Pf. cxlvii. 3.— 7 Pf. li. 1.— 8 II. 
xliv. 24.— 9 Neh. ix. 6.—10 Gen, i. 1, 26 and g. 

22. 
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there be three perſons, of one ſubſtance, 
power, and eternity, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. 


22. Deut. vi. 4. Joſh. xxiv. 19. Iſa. vi. 3, 8. Com- 
_u Joh. xii. 41, and Acts xxviii. 25, 26, 27. with 

l. vi. 9, 10. Matt. xxviii. 19. 1 John v. 7. 2 Cor. 
xiii. 14. 

It is to be obſerved, that in the paſſages above 
quoted from the Old Teſtament, the words God, and 
LORD God, in the original Heb. are, g- mn 
Jehovah Aleim, The one ſingular, having 0 
_ deſcriptive of the ONE SELF-ExXISTENT 

SSENCE ; the other plural, deſcriptive of a plu- 
rality of PERSONS in that ESSENCE : thus both 
ſet forth the ever bleſſed TRIN ITW IN 

NIT V. 


ARTICLE II. 


The Son, which is the Word of the 
Father, * begotten from everlaſting of 
the Father, the 2 very and eternal God, 
3 of one ſubſtance with the Father,” 
4 took Man's nature in the womb of the 
bleſſed Virgin, of her ſubſtance : 5 ſo that 

two 
1 Joh. i. 14. and iii. 16. Mich. v. 2. Joh. viii. 


38.—2 Joh. i. 1, 3. Col. i. 16, 17. 1 Joh. v. 20. 
Heb. i. 8, 10.—3 Joh. x. go. [Gr. , unum, one 


thing, being, or eſſence 4 Iſa. vii. 14. Matt. 1. 29, 
23. Iſa. ix. 6. Gal. iv. 4. Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8. 1 Cor. 


XV. 
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two whole and perfect natures, that is 10 


fay, the Godhead and Manhood, were 
joined together in one perſon, never to 
be divided, whereof is one Chriſt, very 
God and very Man; who truly ſuffered, 
was crucified, dead, and buried, 6 to re- 
concile his Father to us, and to be a 
; ſacrifice not only for original guilt, but 
alſo for actual ſins of men. 


XV. 21, 47. Heb. ii. 14, 16.—; 2 Cor. 5, 19. 
Col. ii. 9. 1 Tim. iii. 16.—6 Luk, xvin. 13. 
[inao047:, be propitious. Chriſt is 1A@ow, the pro- 
pitiation] 1 Joh. ii. 2. Matt. iii. 27. 1 Joh. ii. 12. 
Jer. xxxi. 33, 34. 2. Cor. w. 16. Eph. i. 6, 7. 
2 Cor. v. 18. Col. i. 21, 22.—7 Eph. v. ii. Heb. 
5 26, 28. 1 Joh. i. 7. 1 Pet. ii. 24. Iſa. lin. 5, 6, 
, 10, 


ARTICLE IV. 


2 Chriſt did truly riſe again from death, 
and 2 took again his body, with fleſh, 


bones, and all things appertaining to the 
perfection of man's nature, 3 wherewith 


he 


1 Pſa. xvi. 9, 10. with Abts ii. go, 31, and x. 40. 


—2 Joh. xx. 27. Luk. xxiv. 39,—3 Luk. xxiv. 30, 


51. 
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he aſcended into heaven, and 4 there ſit- 


teth, until he 5 return to judge men at the 
laſt day. 


51. Adds i, 10,—4 Pſa. ex. 1. Col. iii. 1. Eph. i. 
20,—;5 2 Tim. iv. 1. Rom. xiv. 10. AQts x. 42. 
and xvii. 31. and iii. 21, 


ARTICLE V. 


The Holy Ghoft, * proceeding from 
the Father and the Son, 2 is of one ſub- 
tance, majeſty, and glory, with the Father 
and the Son, 3 very and 4 eternal God. 


1 Joh. xv. 26. Acts ii. 32.—2 See on Art. I.— 
3 Adds v. 3, 4.—4 Heb. ix. 14. 


ARTICLE VI. 


Holy Scripture containeth all things 
neceſſary to ſalvation: 2 ſo that what- 
ſoever is not read therein, nor may be 
proved thereby, is not to be required of 
any man that it ſhould be believed as an 
article of faith, or be thought requiſite or 
neceſſary to ſalvation. 


i 2 Tim. iii. 15,—Ifa. viii, 20. Deut. iv. 2. and 
X11, 32. Rev, xxii. 18, 19, Mat. xv. 9. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE VII. 


: The Old Teſtament is not contrary 
to the New; for both in the Old and 
New Teſtament, everlaſting life is offered 
to mankind by Chriſt, 2 who is the only 
Mediator between God and Man, 3 being 
both God and Man; 4 wherefore they 
are not to be heard, which feign that the 
old fathers did look only for tranſitory 
promiſes. 

1 Heb, i. 1. Acts iii. 22, 23, 24, 25. Gal. me 


16. Joh. v. 16, 47. Luk. xxiv. 44.—2 1 Tim. ii. 
5.—3 See Art. II. No. 4, 5.—4 Heb. xi. 13 


17, 35» 
ARTICLE IX. 


1 Original fin ſtandeth not in the fol- 
lowing of Adam (as the Pelagians do vainly 
talk) but it is 2 the fault and corruption 
of the nature of every man, that naturally 
1s engendered of the offspcing of Adam, 

whereby 


1 Rom. v. 14,——2 Job xxy. 4. and xiv. 4, 
Pla. li. 5. Rom. v. 12 [e w, in hae wy, 


15, 16, 17, 18, 19. 1 Cor, xv. 22. Joh. 


Th 
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whereby 3 man is very far gone from 
original righteouſneſs, and is of his own 
nature inclined to evil, ſo that the 4 fleſh 
luſteth always contrary to the ſpirit ; and 
therefore, in 5 every perſon born into this 
world, it deſerveth God's wrath and dam- 
nation. 

itt. 5, 6. Rom. vii. 18.-—g Gen. v. g, and vi. 3. and 
viii. 2 1. Jer. xvii, 9. Matt. xv. 18, 19. Pſa. xiv. 2, 3, 
and li. 2, &c. and Rom. iii. 10, &c.—4 Gal. v. 27.— 
5 Rom. vi. 23. Eph. ii. 3.—6 Rom. vii. 14, &c.— 


7 Mar. xvi. 16. Rom. vil. 1. Joh. v. 24.— 
8 Rom. vii. 7. 


ARTICLE X. 


The condition of man, after the fall of 
Adam, is ſuch, that he cannot turn and 
prepare himſelf, by * his own natural 
ſtrength and good works, to faith, and 
calling upon God; wherefore we 2 have 
no power to do good works, pleaſant and 
acceptable to God, without the grace of 
God by Chriſt preventing us, that we may 
have a good will, and working with us, 
when we have that good will. 

1 Rom. vin. 8. 2 Cor, iii. 3. Joh, xv. 5. Rom. 


v. 6.—2 Eph. ii. 1. Pſa, cxliv, 1. Joh. vi. 44. 
Cant, i. 4. 1 Cor. ii. 14. Phil, ii. 13. 


ARTICLE 


1 
ARTICLE XI. 


We are accounted righteous before 
God, only 2 for the merit of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by faith, and 
2 not for our own works, or deſervings. 
Wherefore, that we are juſtified by faith 
only, is a moſt wholeſome doctrine, and 
very full of comfort; as more largely is ex- 
preſſed in the Homily of Juſtification. 


1 Rom. iii. 20. and v. 1.— 2 Rom. iii. 27, 28, 


Eph. li. 8, 9. 


ARTICLE XII. 

Albeit that 1 good works which are 
the fruits of faith, and follow after 
Juſtification, 2 cannot put away our ſins, 
and endure the ſeverity of God's judg- 
ment; yet are they 3 pleaſing and accep- 
table to God in Chriſt, and 4 do ſpring 
out neceſſarily of a true and lively faith ; 
inſomuch that by them a 5 lively faith 
may be as evidently known as a tree diſ- 
cerned by the fruit. 


: Eph. ii. 10. Tit. ii. 11. and iii. 8. Jam. ii. 17, 
18. Gal. v. 6. Joh. xv. 8. and ver, 16. Col. 1. 
10.—2 Luk. xvii. 10. Pſa, cxliii. 2.—3 Heb. xiii. 
16, 20, 21.—4 Jam, ii. 17, 18. Gal, v. 22, 


5 Matt. vii, 17, 90, 
ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE XIII. 

Works done before the grace of Chrift, 
and the inſpiration of his Spirit, are 1 not 
pleaſant to God, foraſmuch as they ſpring 
not of faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 2 neither do 
they make men meet to receive grace ; 
yea, rather, for that they are not done as 

3 God hath willed and commanded them 
to be done, we doubt not but 4 they have 
the nature of ſin. 


1 Heb. xi. 6. Rom. viii. 8.—2 Tit. iti. 5.— 
3 Col. iii. 17.—4 Rom. xiv. 23. 


ARTICLE XVII. 

1 Predeſtination to life is the ever- 
laſting purpoſe of God, whereby (before 
the foundations of the world were laid) he 
hath conſtantly decreed by his Counſel, 
ſecret to us, to deliver from curſe and 
damnation theſe whom he hath 2 choſen 
in Chriſt out of mankind, and to bring 
them by Chriſt to everlaſting Salvation, 

as 


1 Eph. i. 3, &c. 2 Tim. i. 9.—2 Eph. i. 4. 
Mark x11, 20. 2 Theſſ. ji, 1g. 1 Pet. ii. 9. Adds ix. 
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- as veſfels made to honor. Wherefore 
they which be endued with ſo excellent a 
benefit of God, be 3 called according to 
God's purpoſe, by his Spirit working in 
due ſeaſon: they through grace 4 obey 
the calling; they be juſtified freely : 
they be 5 made ſons of God by adoption : 
they be made 7 like the image of his 
only-begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt: they 
8 walk religiouſly in good works, and at 
length, by God's mercy, they 9 attain to 
everlaſting felicity. As the godly conſi- 
deration of Predeſtination, and our elec- 
tion in Chriſt, is 9 full of ſweet, pleaſant, 
and unſpeakable comfort to godly perſons, 
and Tuch as feel in themſelves the 21 work- 
ing of the Spirit of Chriſt, 12 mortifying 
the works of the fleſh, and 13 their earth- 


ly 


15. Joh. xv. 19. Rom. ix. 21, 28. —3 Eph. 1. 18. 
2 1 Tlm. i. 9. Heb. iii. 1. Rom. viii. 30.—4 Pla, 
cx. 3. Acts xiii. 48. Rom. vi. 17.—5 Rom. iii. 
24.—6 Rom. viii. 16. Gal. iv. 5, 6, 7.—7 Rom. 
viii. 29. 1 Cor. xv. 49. Col. iii. 10.—8 Eph. ii. 
10.—9 Matt. xxv. 34. Rom. vin. go. 1 Pet. 1, 3, 
4, 5.—10 Rom. v. 10. Pſa, xciv. 19. 1 Pet. i. 8.— 
21 Eph. iii. 20,—12 Rom, viii. 13.—13 Col. iii. 5. 
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ly members, and 14 drawing up their 
mind to high and heavenly things, as well 
becauſe it doth 5 greatly eſtabliſh and 
confirm their faith of eternal Salvation, to 
be enjoyed through Chriſt, as becauſe it 
doth 16 fervently kindle their love to- 
wards God: ſo, for 17 curious and carnal 
perſons, 18 lacking the Spirit of Chriſt, 
to have continually before their eyes the 
ſentence of God's Predeſtination, is a moſt 
dangerous downfal, 19 whereby the Devil 
doth thruſt them either into deſperation, 
or into wretchleſſneſs of unclean living, no 
leſs perilous than deſperation. 20 Fur- 
thermore, we.muſt receive God's promiſes 
in ſuch wiſe as they be generally ſet forth 
to us in holy Scripture. And in our 
21 doings, that the will of God is to be 
followed, which we have expreſsly de- 
clared unto us in the word of God. 

14 Phil. g. 20. Col. iii. 1, 2.—15 2 Tim. i. 12. 
Rom. viii. 31, &c.—16 1 Joh. iv. 19.—17 Col. 
u. 18.—18 Rom. viii. 9. Jude 19.—19 2 Pet. iii. 
14.—20 Deut. xxix. 29. 1 Pet. ii. 6. (Iſa. xxvin. 


16.) Joh. iii. 16. Mark xvi. 16. Rev. xxii. 17, Matt. 
xi. 28, Iſa. lv. 1, &c.—21 Mich. vi. 8. 
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ARTICLE XVIII. 


They alſo are to be had accurſed that 
preſume to ſay, that every man 1 ſhall be 
ſaved by the law or ſe& which he pro- 
feſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to frame his 
life according to that law, and the light 
of nature. For holy Scripture doth ſet 
forth unto us 2 only the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt whereby men muſt be ſaved. 


1 Rom. iii. 9. 20, 21, 22. Rom. v, 18.—2 Adds 
iv. 12. 


ARTICLE XXXI. 
The offering of Chriſt. once made, 


is that 2 perfect redemption, propitiation, 
and ſatisfaction for all the ſins of the whole 
world, both original and actual; and 
3 there is none other ſatis faction for ſin 
but that alone. 


1 Heb. ix. 26.—2 Joh. ii. 1, 2,3 Heb. x. 10, 
14, 26.—4 Heb. ix. 25, 26. 


[I acknowledge myſelf indebted for the above Se- 
leon of References to a Pamphlet, entitled a Scrip- 
tural Comment upon the Thirty-nine Articles.— 


Printed for Rivington, St. Paul's Church Yard, 
1772.] | | 
G . 


% 
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Now, with theſe declarations of truth 
in our articles, ſo plain and ſo full, which 
have been ſo long ſubſcribed by our Clergy, 
by the ſubſcribing of which they enter 
upon, and retain their preferment in the 
Church, does it not ſeem ſtrange that any 
ſhould be found ſo diſhoneſt, within the 
pale of the Church, as to aſſert, © that mo- 
* raltty is the whole of religion; and who 
treat with indifference or contempt the 
very Articles of their profeſſed Creed ? 


An anecdote of the late Lord Boling- 
broke, on record, is to the point. He 
was one day reading Calvin's Inſtitutes, 
when he received a morning viſit from a 
Reverend Divine : After uſual ſalutation, 
he aſked the Doctor if he could gueſs what 
the book was, which then lay before him, 
and which, ſays Lord Bolingbroke, I have 
been ſtudying.” No really, my Lord, I 
cannot,” quoth the Doctor. It is Calvin's 
Inſtitutes, ſaid Lord Belrngbroke, what do 
you think of theſe matters Doctor? „O, 
my Lord, we don't think about ſuch anti- 


quated 


Ling 3 


quated ſtuff, we teach the plain doctrines 
of virtue and morality, and have long laid 
aſide thoſe abſtru@-points about Grace.” 
Look you, Doctor, ſaid Lord Boling- 
broke, you know I don't believe the bible 
to be a divine revelation; but they who 
do, can never defend it on any other prin- 
ciples but the doQrines of grace. To ſay 
the truth, I have at times been almoſt per- 
ſuaded to believe it upon this view of 
things. And there is one argument which 


has gone very far with me on behalf of 
its authenticity, which is, that the belief of 


it now exiſts upon earth, when it is com- 
mitted to the care of ſuch as you, who 
pretend to believe it, and yet deny the 
only principles on which it 1s credible, 


the only foundation, on which it is defen- 
ſible.” 


The abounding of ſuch Do@ors in our 
day, as it is ſhocking to conſider, ſo it has 
been the occaſion of bringing forward that 
admirable charge, late y delivered, and 
now publiſhed, by Doctor Horſley, as a 
check to their pernicious principles. 

Some 


WW 
Some faithful, though detached quo- 
tations from which follow, for the benefit 


of thoſe who have not the original, to con- 
firm them in the faith of the goſpel, in 


** The dodtrine of juſtification by faith, 
as it is ſtated in the 11th, 12th, and 19th 
articles of our Church (which, however, 
1s no private tenet of the Church of Eng- 
land, but the common dottrine of all the 
reformers, not to ſay that it is the very 
corner ſtone of the whole ſyſtem of re- 
demption).“ 

Nevertheleſs, ſome aſſert, that practi- 
cal religion and morality are one and the 
ſame thing. That moral duties conſtitute 
the whole, or, by far the better part, of 
practical Chriſtianity.“ 

* Thus preaching, we loſe ſight of that 
which 1s our proper office, to publiſh the 
word of reconciliation, to propound the 
terms of peace and pardon to the peni- 
tent.” Still the dry ſtrain of moral 
preaching is too much in uſe.” 

The practice of religion will always 
thrive, in proportion as its dottrines are 

generall7 
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generally underſtood, and firmly received; 
and the practice will degenerate and de- 
cay, in proportion as the dottrine is miſ- 
underſtood and negletted.” 

* But the peculiar doctrines of revela- 
tion; the Trinity of perſons in the undi- 
vided Godhead; the incarnation of the ſe- 
cond perſon; the expiation of fin by the 
Redeemer's ſufferings and death ; the efh- 
cacy of his interceſſion; the my ſterious 
commerce of the believer's ſoul with the 
divine Spirit—theſe things are ſuppoſed to 
be far above the reach of the vulgar.” 


Ik this were really the caſe, the con- 
dition of mankind would indeed be miſe- 
rable, and the proffer of mercy, in the 
goſpel, little better than a mockery of 
their woe.” 


Science is the object of natural rea- 
ſon; religious truth, of faith, which is un- 
queſtionably a diſtinct gift of God.” 

By faith their minds are opened to ap- 
prehend all that is revealed of the ſcheme 
of redemption,” 

'G 3 This. 
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This maxim, that mere morality 
makes the ſum and ſubſtance of practical 
religion, carries it in a double falſehood.” 

+ This wicked maxim—.“ 

It is indifferent to morality, whether 
I worſhip one God, or many. It enjoins 
no feaſt of faith in ſacramental rites, upon 
the body and blood of the Redeemer— 
knows nothing of redemption ; nothing of 
the ſpiritual life, and the food brought 
down from heaven for its ſuſtenance— 
it has no better inſtructreſs than ignorant 
reaſon.” | | 

*« Morality may be irreligious, not con- 
trary to religion, but without it.“ 

* That man is juſtified by faith without 
the works of the law, was the uniform 
doctrine of the firſt reformers. It is a far 
more ancient doctrine: it was the doctrine 
of the whole college of apoſtles. It is older 


than the prophets: it was the religion of 
the patriarchs.“ 


* Be careful that you aſcribe no ſuch 
merit to the good works of men, as may 
claim immortality, at the wages of a ſer- 
vice: that you aſcribe no power to man to 

perform 
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perform works truly good, without the 
- aſſiſtance of the divine Spirit.“ 

* The want of merit lies in the imper- 
fection and deficiency of our beſt per- 
formances.” 

+ Thele doctrines are indeed the very 
baſis of the Chriſtian ſyſtem.” 

* Pray earneſtly to God to aſi the 
miniſtration of the word, by the ſecret in- 
fluence of his Holy Spirit on the minds 
of your hearers, and, nothing doubting 
that your prayers are heard, however 
mean and illiterate the congregation may 
be in which you exerciſe your ſacred 
function, fear not to ſet before them the 
whole counſel of God. Open the whole 
of your meſſage without reſervation.” 

* Theſe dottrines are delivered with 
admirable perſpicuity and preciſion in the 
Homilies of our church upon theſe ſub- 
jefts. The miſery of all mankind. The 
ſalvation of mankind by Chriſt. The true 
lively and Chriſtian faith; and, Good 
works annexed to faith. Theſe diſcourſes 
I would earneſtly recommend to your fre- 


quent 
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quent ſtudy, as an unexceptionable ſum- 
mary of doctrine upon theſe important 
points.“ | 

Jam much miſtaken if a proper dili- 
gence on our own part to inculcate theſe 
doctrines, which are indeed the very baſis 
of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, would not ſoon 
ſuperſede the neceſſity of all controverſy. 
Truth, deeply planted in the public mind, 
would keep poſſeſſion by its own native 
ſtrength: the common people, made pro- 
ficients in the faith, however in other 
reſpects illiterate ; and accuſtomed to the 
doctrine originally delivered to the ſaints, 
would turn with horror from every thing 
of a contrary ſound. In a word, our 


churches would be thronged, &c.“ 


To conclude, We have here the ſuf. 
frage of a Biſhop, whoſe diſcernment, is 
on all ſides, admitted, for the confirmation 
of the principal poſitions, laid down in this 
Treatiſe, reſpectingthe degeneracy of man- 
kind in general, and of the Clergy in par- 
ticular; both in principle and practice, in 

faith 
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faith and manners, that we have all, hke 
ſheep, gone aſtray from the only ſource of 


happineſs, and have turned every one to 


his own way; that we have forſaken the 
fountain of living waters, for broken ciſ- 
terns that can hold no water. This 1s the 


cauſe of all the miſeries in the world; for 


where true religion is lighted, happineſs 
is forſaken, Hence all is wrong, in the 
world at large, in families, and in our own 
particular experience. All is inſipidity, 
mortification, and death. 


Forget not, that 


** The practice of religion will always 
thrive, in proportion as its doctrines are 
generally underſtood, and firmly received; 
and the practice will degenerate and de- 
cay, in proportion as the doftrine is miſ- 
underſtood and negletted.” 


The dottrine of .juſtification by faith, 


as it is ſtated in the 11th, 12th, and 1gth F 


of the articles of our church, is the very 
corner ſtone of the whole ſyſtem of re- 
demption.“ 


% Faith 


nennen 
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Faith is unqueſtionably a diſtin gift 


of God.” 


By faith our minds are opened to ap- 


prehend all that is revealed of the ſcheme 
of redemption.” 


May we attend to the Biſhop's direc- 
tion, and * pray earneſtly to God to aſſiſt 
the miniſtration of the word, by the ſecret 
influence of his Holy Spirit,” that we may 
at length return to God in Chriſt, that we 
may obtain this faith, and be happy. 
Acquaint now thyſelf with him, and be 


at peace: thereby good Hall come unto 
thee. 


THE END. 
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Speedily will be publiſhed, 
By the ſame AUTHOR, 
TRIUMPH OVER DEATH. 
IN SEVEN ESSAYS. 


ESSAY I. 
On the Evidence and general Tendency of Chriſtianity, 


ESSAY Il. 
On the Nature, Cauſe, Certainty and Reign of Death, 


ESSAY lll. 
On the only Source of Triumph over Death. 
ESSAY IV. 


On Divine Faith, in its Nature and Degrees, its 
Author and Triumph. | 


ESSAY V. 

On the conſequent Effects. 

Being ſteadfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
Work of the Lord, foraſmuch as we know that our 
Labor is not in Vain in the Lord. 

ESSAY VI. 

An Exemplification of the Subject, in the Life and 

Death of a Chriſtian. 
ESSAY VII. 

Objections anſwered, the Portion of the Cristian and 
the Infidel compared, and Attention to the * 
enforced. 


The whole 3 as a ſummary of DoArinal, 
Experimen tal, and Practical Religion. 


1 


— 


1 How deep implanted in the Breast of Man 
The Dread of Death! I sing its sor reign Cure.” 


[Price One Shilling. ] - 


—̃ - _— 3 
Vis 1 4 


— 


1 
—  - - — „ — 
1 


1 » 
= - 
£ * 
- A” 
* & |. 4 2 6 | * A 
= + % * ar „ WY - * * « - „ 
- * 9 bs 4 | $ 
a. " © * AT. - +4 ” a4, 
* , 7 * „ . 
1 © a. at * — "= A 4 4 A wy a 


o „ Py * — Fre #F 1} p ; 
A | - s * * 
2 a ” x 
I 
yy ) « 
* 
* 
— * * 
- S 


* 
- ” 4 1 : 
ih 3 — f 
* S — A — 1 2 * by ' | 
- * K 
F » 
* - 
. * 2 | 
» * 
P * P f 4 
4 0 - o a6 
* 
* 
0 7 _- 
2 * * 
* 4 * 
% * , : ” 4 
4 1 
* . 


- 7 a ” 
g 9 & - ® * 
| ; MS 
0 £ $44 ae 0 
p 5 " 
” 
A *s þ . s 1. 
* . #3 4 4 * 5 . 
e ro PL 
4 „ l | © 4 9 — we? * * * 
— a 
* "a « a4 + : - P . 
89 ia * 5 — . - 
1 ” 
* 78 8 . 5 
4 . . . 4 
h # w * 71 C i 1 * 
7 my ju ume b * 7 1 # 221 1 5 
. 1 3 4 : — — "4, 9 
4 . 2 * * — 
* P 1 
tu F- 


% 4 He 
- » 
. . 1 - >» * - 
* 7 * * * £ 
1 * 
* * 4 
+ * 4 
1 - . , 7 F y 
" * * —— F 
* 0 % ; 
8 Dos ; 
is * "7 » af * . « . N * * " 
| hy >. þ 4 1 * 
2 a 1 
- K ., by 


1 . „ 17 . 
; % 
a 1 
1 —- 
d * * * 
* - 1 5 7 k : 
4 Ss * . 4 * * 
g . 2 HF * 
7 ad. * wes IT 
oy 3 * K * a» . 
2 K 0 
. . * . 
» — 
”— 
- 
* * F 
© '; 
7 * 
* 
* 

% n 
Ph ” 


